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Congratulations
to these communities for registering
in the 2014 Tidy Towns Sustainable
Communities awards program.

Chairman’s foreword

Keep Australia Beautiful Council of Western
Australia is proud to acknowledge regional
communities who foster sustainable behaviours and
a litter free environment through our Tidy Towns
Sustainable Communities awards program.
The program, now in its 45th year, is about people
working together to achieve a clean, healthy and
sustainable environment — an environment that
the local community is proud of and people are
encouraged and delighted to visit. It’s about reducing
litter, water and energy consumption, celebrating
culture and heritage, engaging youth and protecting
Western Australia’s natural environment.
The category awards offer incentives to individuals
and community groups who want to make a
difference by implementing programs that have real
and lasting benefits to their communities. This year
our participants have demonstrated how effective
partnerships can keep regional communities thriving.
It is easy to see why last year’s state winner,
Walpole, took out the National Award for
environmental innovation and the Dame Phyllis Frost
litter prevention award. For Walpole’s residents,
involvement in litter prevention and environmental
sustainability is part of their very essence.
This year 71 nominations were received from
communities between the Kimberley and the South
Coast. These communities involved some 9,900
volunteers who required guidance and direction to
achieve their goals. Reaching these communities
involves traveling great distances in a state the
size of Western Australia. I commend our judges
and the staff at Keep Australia Beautiful whose
expertise and professionalism continues to produce
high standards in management of the program.
I sincerely thank our generous sponsors. Their
support has assisted Keep Australia Beautiful
to achieve excellent results for the state.
I encourage everyone to read through the publication,
which showcases the 2014 state winner and
state category award winners. This year’s state
winner Toodyay will represent Western Australia
at the national Tidy Towns awards in 2015. I
wish them the very best in that challenge.
I congratulate everyone involved for your hard work,
motivation, dedication and commitment. Tidy Towns
entrants are leaders in community development
and are special people who are greatly valued.

Mel Hay, APM
Chairman
Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA
November 2014

Sponsors and Supporters
Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities is supported
by the Waste Authority through the Landfill Levy
Fund. The Department of Environment Regulation
provides financial, administrative, logistical and policy
support to the Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA.
Cliffs Natural Resources
Inc. (Cliffs) is a major
global iron ore producer and a significant producer of
high-and low-volatile metallurgical coal. Cliffs operates the
Koolyanobbing iron ore mine, 54km north of Southern
Cross, on the boarder of the Wheatbelt and Goldfields
regions, Western Australia. Cliffs holds the highest regard
for environmental stewardship and community relations and
plays an active role in contributing to community life through
a range of sponsorship programs and social initiatives.
The Water Corporation
As the principal supplier of water,
wastewater and drainage services
to Western Australia we’re
constantly looking for new ways to source and preserve
our precious water. In ensuring sustainable management of
water, Water Corporation is a proud supporter of the Tidy
Town Awards, and congratulates the winning towns who
are also helping to make WA a great place to live and invest.

Government of Western Australia

Department of Regional Development and Lands
The Department of Regional Development is proud to
sponsor the 2014 Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities
awards. The department works closely with communities
throughout Western Australia to build and support
strong and vibrant communities. Initiatives like the
2014 Tidy Towns awards have a key role in encouraging
and promoting activities that help boost regional areas
and make them attractive places in which to live.
Government of Western Australia

Department of Local Government and Communities

The Department of Local Government and
Communities aims to drive greater collaboration
between State Government agencies, local governments
and community sector organisations for the benefit
of Western Australian communities. It works cooperatively with the WA’s local governments, community
organisations and other key stakeholders to oversee
the delivery of programs and services that support
and strengthen the State’s diverse communities.
Western Australian
Regional Newspapers (WARN)
Western Australian Regional
Newspapers cover the vast expanse
of Western Australia — wherever you are, they are actively
“telling YOUR story” in 21 publications. WARN are proud to
be involved with Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities and
to be telling your story so that everybody in this great State
of ours has the opportunity to be aware of your efforts.
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Minister for Environment; Heritage
21 November 2014
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Toodyay, this year’s state winner, is located 85
kilometres north-east of Perth, in the Avon
Valley. Founded in 1836 and declared an historic
town by the National Trust in 1980, the town
displays fine examples of 19th century history,
with architecture reflecting the early convict
era. While built on an agricultural foundation, a
shift has occurred over time reflecting tourism,
retail and lifestyle opportunities and resulting
in an active and diverse community. Residents
and visitors are attracted to the stunning
landscapes, heritage values and country lifestyle.
Toodyay is host to many festivals and events
throughout the year, such as the Moondyne
Festival, the inaugural Fibre Festival, Earth Mother
Day, Toodyay Picnic Races, Toodyay Agricultural
Show, Toodyay Bush Poet’s Festival, Town
Christmas Street Party, Avon Descent, International
Food Festival, and a stunning wildflower season.
Toodyay was last year’s Community Action
State Winner, based on the massive volunteer
involvement and numerous groups and
partnerships that focus on litter prevention,
conserving the natural environment and enhancing
the community’s lifestyle. Since then, reported
volunteer numbers have risen more than 60 per
cent, no doubt due to strong leadership, great
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Maintaining this historic town’s heritage is instrumental
to retaining Toodyay’s unique identity. Examples of
works recently completed in the heritage precincts
include repurposing the former Toodyay Herald
building as a real estate office; the shoemaker’s house
as an art therapy centre and second-hand bookshop;
and the former Oddfellows’ Hall as retail space.
Toodyay is fortunate to have a number of heritage
professionals working hard to preserve and interpret
the town’s history and its culturally significant buildings.
An innovative project that engages public interaction
is the ‘WikiTown’ Toodyaypedia. Freely accessible
online, Wikipedia articles on Toodyay’s heritage sites
and people can be accessed by smart phones.
Toodyay is applauded for engaging with 24 groups
who participate in Keep Australia Beautiful’s Adopt-aSpot litter prevention program, which has a massive
impact on the general appearance of approaches to
town, the business and retail areas, sporting areas,
public parks and gardens, the cemetery and the river.
Waste management and recycling activities include
the Toodyay Op Shop, the Toodyay Lions Club Annual
Jumbo Action, the Parkerville Fire Recovery Appeal
and the introduction of Kerbside Recycling.
Toodyay has a number of very active environmental
groups. Projects included the construction of a Bird Hide,
which was opened in conjunction with the opening of
the 5.6 kilometre Bilya Walk Track which follows the
river. A pamphlet was produced noting the natural
features and the known history of river usage and
revegetation at a number of sites has been undertaken.

State Finalists

recordkeeping and promotion, and increased recognition
by locals of ways they can help Toodyay remain at the
forefront of the region’s most desired places to live or visit.

Pilbara

Exmouth
Central Wheatbelt

Toodyay
Goldfields

Southern Cross
Great Southern

West Arthur
South Coast

Albany
Midwest-Gascoyne

Three Springs
South West

Greenbushes
Special Commendation
Kimberley

One Arm Point/
Ardyaloon

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club has been very active, updating
their natural history books, publishing bi-monthly
articles in the community newspaper and running events
such as wildlife cinematography and conferences.
Engagement in the Tidy Towns efforts is ongoing for
students at Toodyay District High School. They have
participated in Clean-Up Day; developed new garden
beds, murals and continued extensive works as part of an
environmental awareness program. Many youth groups
participate in the Adopt-a-Spot litter program and there
are numerous scholarships, grants, activities, workshops
and events on offer to younger community members.
Toodyay demonstrates a strong sense of place, a high
level of community engagement and a ‘Can-Do’ attitude,
making them a positive example to the rest of Australia.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014
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State Winner
Community Action and Partnerships

Imintji
Imintji is a small community covering 400
hectares, 227 kilometres east of Derby, along
the Gibb River Road. Imintji means ‘the place
to sit down’ in Ngarinyin language and the
Imintji Roadhouse, located at the community
entrance, is a lovely oasis and welcome rest
area. Due to its location on the Gibb River Road,
many tourists visit this beautiful location.

Community Action and
Partnerships Award
The essence of community action
and partnerships is to involve a
range of different organisations,
groups and individuals in planning
and implementing community
projects. This includes motivating
and promoting youth participation,
working with volunteers, training
and mentoring local members
and involving small business, local
government and industry.

The community has developed a community
action plan, aiming to become a sustainable
community and engaging with a variety of
organisations to start up a number of projects.
The plan highlighted the need for accommodation
for organisations servicing the community, such as
tradesmen and trainers. An old building is being
converted by community members into a selfcontained accommodation centre for four people.
Another old building was repositioned and
transformed and is now open for residents to make
and sell art through the shop, creating the Imintji
Art Centre and was financed by the community.
The newly refurbished art centre has a seating area
at the front and provides opportunities for tourists
to engage with community members as they view
or buy the artworks. Members of the community
make a variety of art pieces, including boomerangs,

State Category Finalists

paintings and decorated boab nuts. The community has also
utilised the opening of the art gallery as an opportunity to
train young community members in traditional culture. The
Art Centre is supported by a number of businesses in the
region and has plans to display artwork from the Tirrilantji,
Yulmbu, Kupungarri and Ngallagunda communities and
become an information centre for the local region.

Kimberley

Imintji
Pilbara

Marble Bar
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Toodyay
Great Southern and South Coast

West Arthur
Midwest-Gascoyne

Guilderton
South West

Yarloop

A retail course is being run through the Imintji Office and
assisted by Winun Ngari Corporation, to enable community
members to develop book keeping and customer service skills.
The Kids Lunch Progam was an initiative by the
community to provide Imintji school children with a lunch
and encourage higher attendance rates. This program
successfully raised the school attendance rate to 98 per cent.
Residents have established a Community Garden and conduct
regular litter pickups to keep the community litter free.
Imintji was approached by the Department of Parks and
Wildlife to provide camp accommodation to 400 participants
in the annual Gibb River Bike Challenge in May 2014.
The success of this event, combined with frequent tourist
buses, has led to the community undertaking planning for
an official caravan and camping accommodation site.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014
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State Winner
General Appearance

Cunderdin
The Wheatbelt town of Cunderdin is located
approximately 160 kilometres east of Perth.
Named in 1864 and officially declared a
townsite in 1906, the town name is believed
to be derived from the Njungyar Aboriginal
language, where it is said to mean ‘place
of the bandicoot’ but according to another
source translates as ‘place of many flowers’.

General Appearance Award
General appearance of a town helps
to identify its purpose and personality
and can be a drawcard for tourism.
Judges assess many aspects of
appearance including, but not restricted
to, entries/approaches to towns,
business and retail areas, sporting
areas, public parks and gardens,
private homes and gardens and streets
including footpaths and verges.

The town of Cunderdin is a thriving Wheatbelt
community with a large range of services,
business and sporting and community
organisations. Agriculture plays a major role in
the town’s success; however; other industries are
developing due to the town’s proximity to Perth
and the size and quality of the Cunderdin Airstrip.
The Shire, various community groups and
individuals have undertaken a considerable
amount of work improving the town. Significant
improvements include a major upgrade to the
main street and shopping precinct, pictorial
signage of early Cunderdin, installation of shelters
and seats at the cemetery, off-road parking
and pickup areas at the school and hospital,
sporting facility upgrades at schools, and a new
community recreation centre under construction.
A significant individual philanthropic project
is ‘SoarAbility’, a new Disabled Gliding Centre
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at the Cunderdin Airfield and the first of its kind in
Australia, solely devoted to pilots and students with
special needs. A total of $3.25 million has been
invested so far in this project, building a purpose built
hangar, purchasing twin seat, self-launching, hand
controlled gliders, designing and building a mobile
gliding simulator and building onsite accommodation
suitable for paraplegics utilising the training facility.

Kimberley

Eight Mile/Joy Springs
Pilbara

Newman
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Nungarin and
Cunderdin
Great Southern and South Coast

Norseman
Midwest-Gascoyne

Kalbarri
South West

Boddington

A number of programs target litter, with regular
litter pickups conducted, regular street sweeping
undertaken, new public recycling and litter bins
installed along the main street and cigarette butt
bins placed on the shopping centre footpath.
The Cunderdin Museum highlights the history not only
of the Cunderdin-Meckering area but of the Wheatbelt
as a whole, with its diverse range of memorabilia,
photographs, story boards and household items. A
new display is currently under development titled
“Commemorating Their Services World War One”. Due
to the depth of information, letters, photographs and
items discovered, in addition to the new display panels,
a booklet relating to the project is currently planned.
The vision for Cunderdin has been converted into action,
transforming the town. The dedication of the Cunderdin
Tidy Towns supporters is congratulated for encouraging
members from the community to get involved and
making positive changes to the town they call home.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014
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State Winner
Waste Management
and Litter Prevention

Toodyay
Toodyay has demonstrated an extraordinary
level of commitment to developing innovative
methods and leadership to reduce and manage
litter within the community and manage waste.

Waste Management and
Litter Prevention Award
This category assesses innovative
methods and leadership in the
provision of recycling and disposal
amenities, participation in community
clean-up days and education
and awareness programs.

Toodyay’s Adopt-a-Spot program, currently in its
second year, sets a new benchmark in Western
Australia. Underwritten by the Toodyay Tidy
Towns Committee (TTTC) and the Bendigo
Bank’s Community Bank Branch, the bank has
committed to provide $500 per group per annum,
over a three-year period, to community groups
on the provision that they agree to undertake
coordinated litter clean-ups of designated sites
and contribute to other Tidy Towns projects.
Twenty-four participant groups have now
joined the program, resulting in 558 volunteers
undertaking between one to three litter pickups
and collecting 683 bags of rubbish, weighing
2,493 kilograms, including 3,514 cigarette butts!
The community supported Clean Up Australia Day
with a number of activities including, a schools’
clean-up involving approximately 300 primary and
100 high school students. A clean-up by Toodyay
Naturalists’ Club, Toodyay Friends of the River,
TTTC and local volunteers saw 56 bags of rubbish
collected over a four-kilometre stretch of road.

The Toodyay Tip Shop and Waste Transfer Station has an
extensive recycling program for materials such as furniture,
household goods, building materials, glass, steel, aluminium,
paper, used oil, mobile phones, car batteries, e-waste
and hazardous goods. In July 2013 fortnightly kerbside
recycling commenced in Toodyay. Greenwaste is mulched
and provided free of charge to Toodyay residents.

State Category Finalists

Other roadside clean-ups saw 14 people remove 54 bags
of rubbish weighing 203 kilograms from Julimar Road
and Toodyay Community Bank sponsored a one-off
clean-up of the Northam-Toodyay Road (6.5 kilometres).
The event was held on 15 June to coincide with the
first anniversary of the Bank’s Adopt-a-Spot project and
individuals were rewarded with $5 per bag of rubbish paid
to the individual’s choice of local community group.

Kimberley

Yungngora
(Noonkanbah)
Pilbara

Wickham
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Toodyay
Great Southern and South Coast

Bremer Bay
Midwest-Gascoyne

Meekatharra
South West

Bunbury

In response to the 2014 Parkerville fire, Toodyay residents
came together to collect new and recycled goods for
distribution to fire survivors. Toodyay IGA provided
access to an empty shop for goods to be collected
and then distributed. Additionally the Toodyay Lions
Club Annual Jumbo Auction, where unwanted goods
and furniture are auctioned off, donated part of their
commissions to the WA Parkerville Bushfire Appeal.
The Toodyay Op Shop, established in 1979, recycles
everything donated in some way and returns
profits back into the Toodyay community. The Op
Shop raised $25,000 last financial year and since
its formation, has returned over $300,000.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014

9

Natural Environment Conservation

State Winner
Natural Environment Conservation

Harvey
Harvey is situated on the Harvey River
approximately 140 kilometres south of Perth.
With a unique Italian heritage, this influence has
resulted in a vibrant community with a relaxed
and friendly lifestyle. Harvey is nestled on fertile,
irrigated plains beneath the rolling foothills of the
Darling Range, with Jarrah forests surrounding
major water catchment dams and a wide variety
of industries supported within the region.

Natural Environment
Conservation Award
The natural heritage of Western
Australia is diverse and unique and
projects that demonstrate sustainable
management or interpretation of the
environment are eligible for a Tidy
Towns Sustainable Communities award.

Harvey has a large number of volunteers and
organisations working in partnership to look after
the Harvey River and the surrounding catchment.
The Harvey River is one of three major river
systems flowing into the Peel-Harvey estuary and
forms part of the Ramsar listed Peel-Yalgorup
system. The health of the Harvey River directly
affects the health of the Peel-Harvey estuary.
A significant number of projects, strategies
and initiatives are being implemented to care
for the natural environment in this region.
Local groups and community members have
demonstrated long-term commitment and
community participation in river restoration
activities along the Harvey River. Projects focus
on restoring ecological values of the river and
providing community engagement programs
aimed at promoting awareness of ecological
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At the Harvey tourist precinct a number of groups,
volunteers and spray qualified contractors, banded
together with the Shire to tackle a 500-metre section
of the Harvey River that had been completely strangled
by ‘morning glory’. This was a huge task requiring
multiple techniques. The majority was removed
manually by hand, requiring abseiling equipment and
then controlled spraying with repeated follow up and
revegetation. The Stirling precinct has also been working
through the public gardens alongside the river and
removing and replacing any plants that are likely to
become escapees and cause problems downstream.

State Category Finalists

issues associated with river systems in the Harvey River
basin. Projects aim to identify and remove invasive
weed species, revegetate using local species, improving
river function through bank and in-stream works and
establish awareness-raising activities around sites.

Kimberley

Broome Bush Rangers
Pilbara

Hedland
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Kalgoorlie-Boulder
Great Southern and South Coast

Esperance
Midwest-Gascoyne

Dongara/Port Denison
South West

Harvey

The Harvey River Restoration Taskforce has been in
operation since 2002 and shown an outstanding longterm commitment to their ongoing projects. Projects
include; ongoing weed control, river revegetation
plantings, blackberry spraying, river restoration with
Curtin University volunteers and a number of larger
community days. The last Community Day was held at
Third Street Bridge, where rubbish was removed, the
riverbed was selectively cleared to improve flowlines and
riffles installed. Regular community weeding days occur.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014
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State Winner
Heritage and Culture

Southern Cross
Southern Cross is the major town centre of the
Shire of Yilgarn and is 370 kilometres east of
Perth along the Great Eastern Highway. Southern
Cross has an active Tidy Towns Committee and
many dynamic local groups contributing to a clear
vision for achieving significant social, economic
and environmental goals. This town recognises
the difficulties they face living in a marginal area
and takes action to overcome any barriers.

Heritage and Culture Award
Each community’s cultural identity
is made up of a range of factors,
including the people, places and events
that define it. Enhancing cultural
identity may involve planning, local
government liaison, education and
awareness programs, community
involvement and innovation. It
is hoped various projects in this
category will contribute to building
a strong sense of place in regional
communities throughout the state.
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There are a large number of wonderful volunteers
contributing towards making the town such
a strong community. An initiative that has
benefitted the whole town is the “St Fire Ball”
group. This group consists of volunteers from
St John Ambulance, fire fighters and football
clubs who collect scrap metal from mine sites,
farms and local residents and then sell it to
raise money. This very successful venture has
raised significant funds, allowing the group to
provide funding to many groups in the town.
Southern Cross demonstrates a strong commitment
to the youth of the town, involving them in
everything and encouraging and supporting them
to be active community members. Members of
the Student School Council attend and participate
in Shire Council meetings, representing the
community youth and raising issues as they

State Category Finalists

see them. Additionally younger community members are
stewards at the Motocross event and at the Agricultural
Show, participate in community roadside cleanups, regularly
assist in cleaning the local ambulance vehicles and were
involved in the fashion parade at the Collectors weekend and
modelled clothing. The very successful Junior Fire Brigade
continues to provide training and develop community spirit/
involvement; leadership and teamwork skills up to the age
participants are eligible to join the Senior Fire Brigade.

Kimberley

One Arm Point/
Ardyaloon
Pilbara

Exmouth
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Southern Cross
Great Southern and South Coast

Albany
Midwest-Gascoyne

Northampton
South West

Collie

The volunteer run Southern Cross Museum digitised
and catalogued the majority of its collection into
“MOSAiC”, a collections management system, in the
past year and the Shire has also committed to fund a
CRC employee to help in the museum two days per
week to continue to update MOSAiC. Additionally, new
displays and infrastructure have been completed.
The community is very active with a number of events
and activities such as; the Mens Shed, sporting events
— locally and Australia wide, ANZAC Day, Australia Day,
King of the Cross, Southern Cross Agricultural Show
and fundraising for a number of different causes.
New events this year included hosting the Huskies
and Hounds Dry Land Dog Sled race weekend, which
attracted competitors and their families from all around
Australia and the inaugural Southern Cross Collectors
Fair, Car Show and Swap Meet Weekend. A number of
interested people and groups banded together to put
together this low cost, family orientated weekend, with
over 2,500 people attending from all over the state.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014
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State Winner
Water Conservation

Merredin

Water Conservation Award
The single most important element
of sustainability in Australia is
water – without water there is no
community. The category assesses
water management planning, local
government liaison, education and
awareness programs related to
water, community involvement and
developing innovative methods of
water harvesting, recycling and reuse.
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Merredin is known for agriculture, with
approximately 40 per cent of Western Australia’s
wheat production coming from within a
100-kilometre radius around Merredin. It is
situated approximately 260 kilometres east of
Perth and is the major commercial and retail
centre for the eastern Wheatbelt. Access to
water limited the growth in the region; however
the Perth to Kalgoorlie pipeline, allowed the
region to grow once this reliable water source
was established. The town and surrounding
farmlands still relies on water from the pipeline.
The Shire has worked for many years to
minimise its reliance on scheme water,
initiating many water focussed projects. It is
a significant accomplishment that the Shire
of Merredin can now claim that all their
town green spaces are now watered with
collected stormwater, with no scheme water
being utilised to irrigate their public spaces.
An effective recycling and water saving
initiative was the turf relocation from the
old lawn tennis courts to the batters of the
new hockey and tennis courts, resulting in
significant water savings by not establishing
new turf. Sub-surface irrigation has also been
installed to conserve water. Volunteers from

The Shire has also closed a dam previously utilised to collect
street stormwater, now diverting this water into tanks
and utilising it to irrigate grassed areas at the Recreation
Centre, therefore reducing water losses from evaporation.

State Category Finalists

all the sporting groups, the student residential college
and community residents helped move the turf.

Pilbara

Karratha
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Merredin
Great Southern and South Coast

Albany
Midwest-Gascoyne

Kalbarri
South West

Collie

In 2013 the Shire installed a number of evaporation
reducing “floating pods” on Dam 4. According to
recorded sample measurements this has saved 1.5
million litres of water. A recent report stated that in
the 32 weeks from Aug 2013 to March 2014, 1,236
cubic metres of water was saved — a cost saving of
approximately $6,000. The Shire is now planning to
install these pods in Dam 3 in the coming financial year.
The Shire of Merredin has recently become the Wheatbelt’s
first Waterwise Council. The Shire was the 23rd recognised
Shire in the State. Demonstrating their commitment to
reducing reliance on scheme water, the Shire has reduced
their water consumption by 26 per cent since 2008. The
Shire implemented a range of measures such as increased
wastewater recycling, facility water audits and improved
irrigation systems in parks and gardens. In partnership
with the Water Corporation, the Shire conducted a
water audit at the town cemetery, made a number of
reticulation improvements and ran a showerhead swap.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014
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State Winner
Energy Innovation

York

Energy Innovation Award
Large greenhouse gas emission reductions
can be made through simple energy
efficiency improvements with additional
cost saving benefits for householders,
businesses, community groups and
councils. Projects that are highly
regarded by Keep Australia Beautiful
encourage community education and
involvement in the planning, development
and/or implementation of innovative
strategies which focus on renewable
energy use and climate change issues.

16

York is the oldest inland town in Western
Australia, nestled on the banks of the Avon River
in the gently rolling farmlands of the beautiful
Avon Valley approximately 97 kilometres east of
Perth. The town is living history with Victorian
and Federation buildings that have been
beautifully restored and is one of the few towns
in WA to have historic town classification.
After conducting an energy efficiency audit
of its administration building, the Shire has
completed an energy efficiency upgrade. The
project objectives were to improve the energy
efficiency of the building and then promote
the outcomes to the broader community. The
project aimed to improve the amenity of the
building, by upgrading and improving lighting
performance and improve general comfort
levels, by upgrading the heating, ventilation
and air conditioning (HVAC) system.
Utilising $132,000 grant funding from the
Community Energy Efficiency Program and
matching with Shire funds, existing fluorescent
lighting has been replaced with LED lighting and
the existing HVAC system has been replaced
by an energy efficient air system. Lighting
efficiency improved 54 per cent with a saving

State Category Finalists

Kimberley

One Arm Point/
Ardyaloon
Pilbara

Hedland
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

York
Great Southern and South Coast

West Arthur
Midwest-Gascoyne

Moora
South West

Greenbushes

of $5,742 per year and the HVAC system increased
efficiency by 47 per cent with savings of $35,336 per
year. A monitoring device has been installed with a
display unit in the main foyer, so that people can see the
current use as compared to previous use. The project
outcomes have been communicated throughout the local
media and with posters and flyers in Shire facilities.
This project demonstrates that utilising and upgrading
to improved technologies can provide cost savings
along with social and environmental benefits.
Solar power systems are currently being
considered for a number of Shire buildings and
the new Men’s Shed has had a roof top solar
system installed (funded by Bendigo Bank).

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014
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State Winner
Young Legends

Exmouth

Young Legends Award
This category provides a platform
of respect and opportunity for the
best ideas and sustainable actions
that young Western Australians have
to offer. It is judged on whether
environmental or social achievement
has come about through youth initiative
and/or by a community that encourages
and promotes youth initiative.
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Situated on the tip of the North West Cape in
Western Australia 1,270 kilometres north of
Perth, Exmouth is the doorstep to the Ningaloo
Coast World Heritage area, where the reef
meets the range. The Cape Range National
Park, with its spectacular gorges, is nestled on
the west coast of the Cape and provides a large
variety of camp sites. The world-heritage listed
Ningaloo Marine Park extends 260 kilometres
along the west coast of the Cape and provides
one of the world’s best reef experiences.
This small town swells with visitors during
the tourist season and demonstrates a
significant commitment to the people and
environment that surrounds them.
The Ningaloo Enviro Fashion Project was a
collaboration between the Shire of Exmouth,
Exmouth District High School and ‘3 Islands
Whaleshark & Dive.’ The project aimed to raise
waste awareness and saw high school students
designing and creating garments using recycled
clothing, fabric and materials. Starting with a
professional workshop and finishing with a fashion
parade where 19 students modelled outfits at the
Whaleshark Festival, there was also an amazing
underwater and land-based photo shoot using
Ningaloo World Heritage features as a back drop.

State Category Finalists

The Youth Action Exmouth
(YAE) group aims to
promote leadership, skill
development, celebrate/
showcase youth culture,
develop community
pride and facilitate
more youth input to
the town – including
organising their own
activities and events. The
idea for the group was
initiated by the Shire and
the BHP Billiton-backed ‘Youth Arts and Engagement
Program’. Group numbers have grown and members
attend weekly meetings. YAE members attended
the Fremantle KickstART Festival, learning a variety
of skills to take back to their community.

Kimberley

Yiyili
Pilbara

Exmouth
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Wongan Hills
Great Southern and South Coast

Albany
Midwest-Gascoyne

Murchison Settlement
South West

North Dandalup

YAE is now an integral participant in events happening
within Exmouth. Examples include; providing DJ music and
Sumo Suit Wrestling at the Federation Park opening, henna
tattooing at the Ningaloo Whaleshark Festival and running a
foam pit for children at the Exmouth 50th anniversary party.
A major project for them this year was the documentary,
‘My Place’. It features YAE members filmed at their
favourite activity locations in the Cape Range National
Park, espousing their thoughts and feelings on the local,
natural environment. A dominant message is the need
for protection and preservation for future generations –
acknowledging that youth are the future custodians. YAE
also saw the film as their contribution to a local ‘WA’s
smallest cinema’ event at the lighthouse shed – and the
environment was their choice of subject. They worked
with Shire officers to produce storyboards and then with
a film company to plan locations and filming activities.
The ‘My Place’ documentary was a wonderful initiative that
allowed local youth to express and share their opinions in
their own way. The YAE group is now planning schoolholiday activities (an Amazing Race), a music festival and an
intergenerational event (Christmas in July / lawn bowls).

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2014

19

2014 Tidy Towns Judges

Peter Ashton
Regional and state judge

Peter is an exploration and mining
geologist with a background in
environmental management.
Rhonda Ashton
Regional judge

Rhonda is a volunteer in a community native
plant nursery with particular expertise in
propagating local provenance species.
Rod Botica
Regional judge

Rod is a Water Efficiency Projects
Officer at the Water Corporation.
Shirley Brindley
Regional and state judge

Shirley has been part of the Perth
Tidy Towns team for three years and
is also the Development Coordinator
of the Girls’ Brigade WA.

Sophie Kolanek
Regional judge

Sophie is a Water Efficiency Projects
Officer at the Water Corporation.
Conor Macgill
Regional judge

Conor is a Water Efficiency Projects
Officer at the Water Corporation.

Les Brindley
Regional judge

Rhonda Murphy

Les Brindley is a TAFE lecturer (Aboriginal
pre apprenticeships) and a Tidy Towns
and prison fellowship volunteer.

State judge

Rhonda is Manager of the Aboriginal Participation
and Involvement, Aboriginal Heritage Unit,
Department of Parks and Wildlife.

Linley Brown
Regional judge

Lucy Nankervis

Linley is an Education Officer, formerly with
AirWatch (Perth) and the Swan River Trust.

Regional judge

Lucy is a Water Efficiency Projects
Officer at the Water Corporation.

Gail Dodd
Program Manager and regional judge

Michele Rosair

Gail is the State Program Manager, Tidy
Towns Sustainable Communities.

Regional judge

Jamie Elliott

Michele has worked in the health industry for
30 years and is a Ronald McDonald House
and Keep Australia Beautiful volunteer.

Regional judge

Jamie is a Water Efficiency Engagement
Officer at Water Corporation.
Adele Gismondi
State judge

Adele is the Water Corporation’s
Waterwise Programs Manager.
Joanne Gray
Regional and state judge

Joanne has extensive experience as an
environmental and sustainability educator and
2014 is her 10th year as a Tidy Towns judge.
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State judges 2014

The Regions
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Thank you to all the entrants for 2014.
Keep Australia Beautiful WA – changing littering behaviour
through programs, enforcement, education, incentives,
infrastructure and communication strategies.
Here are some ways you can get your community involved:
Litter Report Scheme
Adopt-a-Spot
Clean Schools program
Awards programs
Clean Marine program
Bin Your Butt program
Clean Clubs
Resources for schools
Resources for community and business clean ups

Keep Australia Beautiful WA
T 6467 5131
W www.kabc.wa.gov.au
E tidytowns@kabc.wa.gov.au
DER2014002444
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