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Chairman’s foreword

Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA

Sponsors and Supporters

Tidy Towns Sustainable
Communities is an annual
awards program that
acknowledges regional
communities who foster
sustainable behaviours and a
litter-free environment. The
program is all about people
getting together to provide a place where visitors are
delighted to come, and locals want to stay. And it’s
about reducing litter, water and energy consumption,
celebrating culture and heritage and protecting
Western Australia’s precious natural environment.

Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities is supported
by the Waste Authority through the Landfill Levy
Fund. The Department of Environment Regulation
provides administrative, logistical and policy support
to the Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA.

Certainly it is easy to see why last year’s state winner,
Hedland (Port and South) took out the national award
for environmental innovation and protection and a
special commendation for community action and
partnerships. For Hedland’s population, involvement
in a range of initiatives around sustainability and
community development isn’t about obligation. It is
reflective of a community for whom environmental
sustainability, support for others and the strengthening
of ties between people is part of their very essence.
I commend our judges and ambassadors and the staff at
Keep Australia Beautiful who have given their time and
expertise to assist entrants. We have seen the program
grow over the years. This year 74 nominations were
received from communities between the Kimberley
and the South Coast and all regions in between. These
communities involved nearly 13,900 volunteers who
required guidance and direction to achieve their goals.
To reach these communities involved travelling long
distances: Western Australia is by far the largest of all
Australian jurisdictions and requires good coordination
and organisation skills to ensure the program is
managed in a professional and efficient manner.
I also sincerely thank our generous sponsors. Their
support has assisted Keep Australia Beautiful to achieve
excellent results for the State of Western Australia.

Cliffs Natural Resources
Inc. (Cliffs) is a major
global iron ore producer and a significant producer of highand low-volatile metallurgical coal. Cliffs operates iron ore
and coal mines in North America and the Koolyanobbing iron
ore mine in Western Australia. Cliffs’ Asia Pacific head office
is located in Perth. The Koolyanobbing Operation is located
54 kilometres north of Southern Cross, on the boarder
of the Wheatbelt and Goldfields regions. Koolyanobbing
supplies two direct-shipping export products, standard
lump and fines, to Asia via the Port of Esperance to the
global seaborne market. Cliffs holds the highest regard for
environmental stewardship and community relations and
plays an active role in contributing to community life through
a range of sponsorship programs and social initiatives.
For more than 40 years, the Golden
West Network (GWN7) has been
an integral part of the Western
Australian landscape, broadcasting the very latest in news
and events and entertaining regional Western Australians.
GWN7 is actively supporting and promoting Tidy Towns
Sustainable Communities by taking its messages, initiatives
and stories to a potential audience of 544,000 people.
The Packaging
Stewardship Forum of
the Australian Food
and Grocery Council
(PSF) was established in May 2006 to deliver a voluntary
product stewardship program on behalf of Australia’s
largest beverage companies and their packaging suppliers. It
works with business, government and community partners
across Australia to deliver recycling, litter reduction and
education programs on behalf of its members, Australia’s
largest beverage companies and their packaging suppliers.

Government of Western Australia

Department of Regional Development and Lands
I encourage everyone to read through this publication,
which showcases the 2013 state winner and
state category award winners. This year’s state
winner, Walpole, will represent Western Australia
at the national Tidy Towns awards in 2014. I
wish them the very best in that challenge.

Mel Hay, APM
Chairman
Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA
November 2013

The Department of Regional Development
administers the Royalties for Regions program and
facilitates the development and diversification of
sustainable regional communities. The department
proudly sponsors initiatives such as the Tidy Towns
awards which have a key role in encouraging and
promoting activities that help boost regional areas
and make them attractive places in which to live.
Western Australian Regional
Newspapers (WARN) cover
the vast expanse of Western
Australia—wherever you are, they
are actively ‘telling your story’ in each of their 21 publications.
WARN is proud to be involved with Tidy Towns and to be
telling your story so that everybody in this great state of
ours has the opportunity to be aware of your efforts.
Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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Walpole, this year’s state winner, is surrounded
by the Walpole-Nornalup National Park.
Originally established in the early 1930s
as a group settlement for farmers, with
timber milling developing soon after,
Walpole is one of the richest dairy and beef
farming areas in Western Australia.
Visitors flock to the area to see vast tracts of
jarrah, tingle and karri forests surrounding granite
peaks, rivers, heathlands and wetlands. Coastal
features include inlets and sandy beaches, sheer
cliffs and the Southern Ocean. Walpole and
Nornalup Inlets Marine Park complements the
landscape and protects and improves the unique
natural biodiversity, aesthetic qualities and cultural
values of the inlets. Deep River (which flows
into Walpole Inlet) is regarded as the cleanest
river in Australia and residents and government
are keen to ensure this reputation continues.
Proving that size doesn’t matter, Walpole (with
a population of just 321) has consistently taken
out top Tidy Towns honours as a regional
winner, Australia’s favourite town in the
People’s Choice Award (2010), and another
state title in 2007. Over the past 12 months,
some 200 people volunteered 5,500 hours
towards cultural and environmental projects.
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Some of this litter is analysed by children who take
part in a ‘Rubbish Cluedo’ by creating stories relating
to the vast variety of rubbish obtained. Students then
report their findings to the Tangaroa Blue Foundation.
Other student activities include participation in Clean Up
Australia Day, creating awareness posters, recycling and
having plastic free lunches with minimum packaging.
Walpole school students also participate in a program
known as URWalpole. In liaison with the Department
of Parks and Wildlife, they record environmental
data for researchers. This program has resulted in
some students obtaining careers in this field.
Of special environmental interest is the local invention
‘Phyto Fighter 1000’ designed to help control dieback
disease such as Phytophthora cinnamomi which
destroys many native plant species as well as some
species of fruit and nut trees. The product is now
being trialed and installed in Western Australia,
Tasmania, Queensland and New Zealand.
Other noteworthy projects include conserving energy
and rainwater and working together on social projects.

State Finalists

Littering attitudes and picking up litter have been an
important component of Walpole’s Tidy Towns drive since
its inception. Local identities are dedicated to removing
litter from roadsides in the regions around Walpole and
have engaged with Keep Australia Beautiful’s ‘Adopta-Spot’ program to target litter at Shelley Beach.

Kimberley

Yiyili
Pilbara

Wickham
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Toodyay
Great Southern

West Arthur
South Coast

Bremer Bay
Midwest-Gascoyne

Guilderton
South West

Walpole

A Ficifolia Community Garden promotes a strong
partnership with Aboriginal Elders through growing
and using bush foods as well as learning Indigenous
traditions and skills. Elders performed traditional dances
and customs during the opening of these gardens.
The Walpole Yacht Club conducts the Walpole in the Trees
Regatta and is in the process of restoring the club building
after it was damaged in a storm. Plans are in hand for the
restoration of the sailing boat, Lady Walpole. Dragon Boat
events have also become part of the heritage of Walpole.
The Walpole Nornalup and Districts Historical Society
arranges excursions to heritage sites and during the walks,
participants pick up litter and record work to be done. The
society also provides an excellent service through its website,
by enabling historic photographs and artefacts to be viewed.
Walpole Culture and Heritage Committee is also active.
They coordinate the Atrium Gallery and organise
an ‘Arts in Action’ program, a writing competition
and special events such as Thank a Volunteer Week,
Seniors Week, NAIDOC Week and Family Week.
By maintaining strong community engagement
in sustainable living choices and a litter-free
environment, Walpole has achieved its aim to be
an outstanding example to the rest of Australia.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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2013 State Winner
Community Action
& Partnerships
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State Winner
Community Action

Toodyay
The historic wheatbelt town of Toodyay is located
in the Avon Valley, 85 kilometres north-east of
Perth. Its name is Noongar in origin—perhaps
deriving from Duidgee, meaning ‘place of plenty.’

Community Action and
Partnerships Award
The essence of community action and
partnerships is to involve a range
of different organisations, groups
and individuals in planning and
implementing community projects. This
includes motivating and promoting
youth participation, working with
volunteers, training and mentoring
local members and involving small
business, local government and industry.

While agriculture is the predominant industry, the
Shire of Toodyay (shire) retains about 50 per cent
of its native vegetation. The Avon Valley National
Park and a great number of reserves provide ample
opportunities for the public to appreciate nature.
Impressively, Toodyay has established more than
500 volunteers and more than 40 groups and
partnerships, which are focussed on litter prevention
and conservation of the natural environment.
Some of the groups and partnerships that focus
on the region’s environment include CARE
(Conservation of Avon River Environments),
Toodyay Naturalists Club, Toodyay Friends of
the River, Northam Friends of the River, River
Conservation Society (York), Friends of the Dale
River (Beverley), Friends of Malkup Brook, Toodyay
Community Resource Centre and the shire.
Many more of Toodyay’s groups demonstrate
strong community action, networking and
cooperation in support of Toodyay’s residents,
who are acknowledged through citizenship
awards, volunteers’ week and ‘thank a volunteer’
morning teas. The shire also maintains a

State Category Finalists

Kimberley

Yiyili
Pilbara

Wickham
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Toodyay
Great Southern and South Coast

Ongerup
Midwest-Gascoyne

Guilderton
South West

Northcliffe

volunteers’ program to support the museums, library,
visitors centre and the Tidy Towns program.
Toodyay is a highly proactive community and the Toodyay
Tidy Towns Committee is extremely well organised. The
committee meets bi-monthly and actively engages their
community (which includes the shire, the school, business
organisations and non government organisations).
Fundamental to its success has been the implementation
of Keep Australia Beautiful’s Adopt-a-Spot program, which
is underwritten by the committee and the Bendigo Bank’s
Community Bank Branch. The bank has committed to a
three-year sponsorship of up to 20 community groups
($500 per group) on the provision that they agree to
undertake coordinated litter clean-ups of designated
sites and contribute to other Tidy Towns projects.
In March 2013, all community groups were invited to
submit an expression of interest to Adopt-a-Spot from
a list of locations, resulting in 22 formal ‘ownerships’
including signage at each site. This is an impressive
outcome and sets a new benchmark in Western Australia.
Toodyay is also applauded for acknowledging litter prevention
champions with awards for good citizenship and volunteering.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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2013 State Winner
General Appearance

Wickham
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Wickham
The Pilbara town of Wickham is located in the
Shire of Roebourne, some 1,200 kilometres
north of Perth. The majority of residences and
facilities in the town are owned by Rio Tinto.

General Appearance Award
General appearance of a town
helps to identify its purpose and
personality and can be a drawcard for
tourism. Judges assess many aspects
of appearance including, but not
restricted to, entries/approaches to
town, business and retail areas, sporting
areas, public parks and gardens,
private homes and gardens and streets
including footpaths and verges.

6

State Winner
General Appearance

The town’s first permanent buildings were
built in 1970 by Cliffs Robe River to support its
iron ore mine at Pannawonica, its processing
plant at Cape Lambert and its ship loading
facility at Port Walcott. A 3.5-kilometre open
sea wharf at nearby Cape Lambert is one of
the highest and longest open-ocean wharves
in Australia, and is capable of loading three
major iron ore carriers at the same time.
Since its early days as a company town, Wickham
has grown into an established Pilbara community
renowned for its enthusiastic sporting scene,
breathtaking coastline and relaxed lifestyle.
From humble beginnings last year, the Tidy
Towns Committee is spreading a vision of
‘Making Wickham the pride of the Pilbara.’
Significant improvements include a revamped
entry statement, street banners designed by
artists and local youth, a fabulous $22 million
sports complex in the middle of town, new
facilities for young people, a new $40 million
residential high rise for fly-in-fly-out workers,
a large complex where the whole community

State Category Finalists

Kimberley

Muludja
Pilbara

Wickham
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Nungarin
Great Southern and South Coast

West Arthur
Midwest-Gascoyne

Murchison Settlement
South West

Brunswick Junction

can come and ‘relax and interact,’ park redevelopment
and designs for Wickham South town expansion.
‘Just Bin It’, ‘Bucks for Bags’ and ‘Cleansweep’
programs are also targeting litter across the region.
Not only is Wickham relatively litter free, Rio Tinto,
as landlord, is exercising its right to ensure the
community looks after their houses and about 150
refurbishments have also helped reinforce positive
attitudes to tenant property management.
Wickham’s massive vision has been converted into
action, transforming the town. The Wickham Tidy
Towns juggernaut is congratulated for attracting more
dedicated members from the community to get involved
and make a positive change to the town they call home.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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2013 State Winner
Waste Management
& Litter Prevention

Albany
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State Winner
Waste Management
and Litter Prevention

Albany

Waste Management and
Litter Prevention Award
This category assesses innovative
methods and leadership in the
provision of recycling and disposal
amenities, participation in community
clean up days and education
and awareness programs.

Albany—Western Australia’s first settlement—is
nestled between the waterways of the Princess
Royal Harbour and King George Sound, about
500 kilometres south-east of Perth. Over a
number of years, various waste management
initiatives have been introduced that have
proven to be beneficial to the City of Albany
and the surrounding regions. Two substantial
initiatives have been introduced in the past year.
First, a fruitful and innovative partnership has
been formed between the City of Albany,
Cleanaway and the Activ Foundation that allows
electronic waste (e-waste) to be processed locally
within the city. This project is the first of its kind
in Western Australia. The partnership allows
residents to drop off old technology into the
e-waste bin at the Albany waste facility, which is
then transported to Activ’s massive Minna Street
workshop. Here, teams of workers dismantle
items, separate the various components and then
sell them on to be recycled at various locations
around the world. Since October 2012, more
than 150 tonnes of components have been
processed. This facility has had huge ramifications
throughout the wider region, with a large number
of businesses and shires using the opportunity
to allow them to dispose of e-waste properly
at the gate price of 55 cents per kilogram.

State Category Finalists

Kimberley

Kalumburu
Pilbara

Karratha
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Wongan Hills
Great Southern and South Coast

Albany
Midwest-Gascoyne

Three Springs
South West

Walpole

Second, a mobile glass crusher, owned by Cleanaway, is
currently located at the Albany waste minimisation facility.
The crusher addresses the problem of transporting glass
to Perth where there is a shrinking market for crushed
glass. The crusher also allows glass to be processed and
reused locally. It is expected that about 1,000 tonnes
of glass each year will be diverted from landfill and
used as top coat aggregate on local tip face roads. The
plan is to move the crusher around the region where
it’s needed, to process stockpiles of about 10 tonnes
per day. The crusher is described as being the size of a
bobcat with a funnel, and due to its small size, is very
portable with low mobilisation/demobilisation costs. A
number of shires in the region are now stockpiling their
glass in anticipation of using this impressive service.
Other award winning initiatives include Cleanaway’s
educational programs and workshops, the Fossikers Tip
Shop, local school students participating in the Department
of Environment Regulation’s Waste Wise Schools program
and Activ’s employees use of recycled and second grade
materials to make pallets, dog beds, transport cradles,
cutlery packaging for airlines, timber crates, yabbie
nets and refurbished road sweeper ‘sweepers.’

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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2013 State Winner
Natural Environment
Conservation

Bremer Bay
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State Winner
Natural Environment Conservation

Bremer Bay
Bremer Bay is located on the South Coast
between Albany and Hopetoun, at the western
end of the Fitzgerald River National Park. It
is part of a global network of biodiversity
hotspots that represent particularly rich
reservoirs of plant and animal life.

Natural Environment
Conservation Award
The natural heritage of Western
Australia is diverse and unique and
projects that demonstrate sustainable
management or interpretation of the
environment are eligible for a Tidy
Towns Sustainable Communities award.

This quiet town of fewer than 250 residents
swells to around 20,000 people during the
tourist season. The Bremer Bay community
copes astoundingly well with the fluctuating
numbers and has demonstrated a long term
commitment to the unique environment that
surrounds them. In fact, in one year alone,
Bremer Bay has committed more than 1,000
volunteer hours to Tidy Towns projects.
A 60-kilometre drive trail visits many significant
spots throughout the district highlighting
historic locations and local ecology. During
2012 and 2013, ongoing work has included
installing and maintaining interpretive panels
and producing a comprehensive brochure
covering both the drive trail and Wellstead
Estuary walk trail (the first of a network of
trails planned for the region). The Bremer Bay
Regional Trails Committee is starting to plan
another walk trail that will link the caravan
park on Wellstead Road with the town site.

State Category Finalists

Pilbara

Hedland
(Port and South)
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Kalgoorlie-Boulder
Great Southern and South Coast

Bremer Bay
Midwest-Gascoyne

Guilderton
South West

Brunswick Junction

Significantly, planning for the town centre includes the
preservation of the last remaining area of bush which
once covered the hillside leading down to the estuary.
Many other environmental initiatives have been
undertaken, including school and volunteer incursions
focussing on estuarine and beach investigations, the
construction of Hooded Plover chick shelters and daily chick
monitoring, weekly photographic monitoring of changes
in the sandbar, authorised raven culls and shorebirds
counts. Six well-known local trees have also been selected
for propagation and the seeds have been used for
revegetation works along the main Bremer Bay Road.
Bremer Bay also has a strong focus on targeting
weeds and has waterwise public gardens and
a native garden policy, strictly adhered to by
the local shire and many of the residents.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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2013 State Winner
Heritage & Culture

Nyabing
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Nyabing
The small community of Nyabing is centred in the
great southern grain growing region of Western
Australia, about 330 kilometres south-east of Perth.

Heritage and Culture Award
Each community’s cultural identity
is made up of a range of factors,
including the people, places and events
that define it. Enhancing cultural
identity may involve planning, local
government liaison, education and
awareness programs, community
involvement and innovation. It
is hoped various projects in this
category will contribute to building
a strong sense of place in regional
communities throughout the state.
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State Winner
Heritage and Culture

When the railway from Katanning to Nyabing
was planned in 1911 as part of the Great
Southern Railway, the siding at the terminus was
named Nampup, and a townsite was gazetted
in May 1912. In December 1912, the name
was changed to Nyabing. It is believed that the
word Nyabing is derived from the Aboriginal
word ‘ne-yameng’, which is the name of an
everlasting flower Helipterum manglessii.
Nyabing has won this state category based on a
whole of community volunteer engagement in
organising and celebrating the town’s centenary in
2012. As part of the celebrations, a book detailing
each family’s involvement in the history of
Nyabing was published, heritage works at Settlers
Hall were undertaken and a comprehensive
centenary website was launched. This is truly
a community with a strong sense of place.
Planning for Nyabing’s centenary commenced
in 2009 with the formation of the Nyabing
Historical Society Inc (NHS). After contacting the
Shire of Kent, the Nyabing Centenary Committee
(a subcommittee of the NHS) was formed from
NHS members and other community members.

The NCC organised a gala centenary weekend which
was held between 19 and 21 October. In the lead up to
the event, the NCC and NHS worked collaboratively to
develop a social history of Nyabing—a massive effort,
taking 18 months and more than 1,200 volunteer hours to
complete. The book showcases stories from 105 families
and highlights the Noongar connection to the area.

State Category Finalists

Funding was received from Lotterywest, RRR, Roadwise,
Festivals Australia, the CWA, sporting clubs, the
shire as well as numerous community businesses and
individuals who provided private funds to cover the
cost of various items as requested by the Nyabing
Centenary Committee (NCC). Additionally when
volunteers were needed to do something, the call for
help would be put out and the locals would oblige.

Kimberley

Yiyili
Pilbara

Exmouth
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

York
Great Southern and South Coast

Nyabing
Midwest-Gascoyne

Kalbarri
South West

Collie

Both committees, in conjunction with the Shire of
Kent, also worked together to design, develop and
complete the interior of the Settlers Hall Museum
for its official opening at the centenary.
The centenary weekend celebrations included a live ABC
Radio broadcast featuring interviews with school students
and community members spanning the generations, a dinner
for 200 with speeches by past and present residents, and the
opening of all local public buildings with historical displays,
vintage machinery and Clydesdale horse demonstrations.
The church also celebrated its 45th anniversary with a
service and the golf club and bowls club hosted social
games. The younger generations were engaged with a ute
muster, rides and attractions while the older generations
enjoyed afternoon tea and a chance to sit and reminisce.
On Saturday night, entertainment was provided by local
and Perth bands, followed by a fantastic fireworks display.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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2013 State Winner
Water Conservation
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State Winner
Water Conservation

Esperance

Water Conservation Award
The single most important element
of sustainability in Australia is
water—without water there is no
community. This category assesses
water management planning, local
government liaison, education and
awareness programs related to
water, community involvement and
developing innovative methods of
water harvesting, recycling and reuse.   

Esperance, located on the Southern Ocean
coastline 750 kilometres south east of Perth, is
a busy port and tourist town with some of the
best coastal scenery in Australia. Over many
years the Shire of Esperance has shown strong
leadership in energy and water conservation.
Their success at state level again this year is
due to massive water saving initiatives that
include modifying their approach towards
landscape design for public open spaces and
replacing irrigation and other infrastructure.
Hydro zoning and eco zoning has been
implemented as part of landscape design for
public open spaces in Esperance. A list of water
wise plants endemic to the region is being
developed so they can be used in the creation of
any new parks and gardens. At Investigator Park
in the Flinders Estate, endemic plants that need
little or no water have been used and turf areas
that need a lot of water have been reduced.
The shire also reuses treated sewage water in about
15 sites that are irrigated and located east of town.
An asset and financial review in 2012 has
highlighted the need to replace irrigation
at a number of places around town. As a
result, the entire irrigation infrastructure
at the greater sports ground—some eight

14

Significant savings have already been gained with a
one third reduction of water needed to irrigate the
grounds. Where previously the irrigation was running
14 hours a day and seven days a week to water
the whole complex, the greater sports ground can
now be watered in seven hours once per week.

State Category Finalists

hectares of irrigated surfaces—was replaced at the
shire’s expense. The design was based on best practice
design principles and high energy efficiency standards.

Pilbara

Karratha
Central Wheatbelt and Goldfields

Merredin
Great Southern and South Coast

Esperance
Midwest-Gascoyne

Three Springs
South West

Walpole

Initially a 30 millimetre penetration depth of water was
being delivered, however this has already been reduced to
25 millimetres and is likely to be reduced even further to 20
millimetres. The new system has also been connected to
the shire’s `Rainman’ central control system, with the next
step of installing soil moisture probes being investigated.
A high level water audit report was conducted on the Bay
of Isles Leisure Centre in 2012. As a result a number of
procedures and practices have been implemented to reduce
the water consumption at the centre. Equipment changes
have included the installation of ‘sight glasses’ to allow
the viewing of water. The procedure for back washing of
water has also changed, resulting in less waste. A floor
cleaner has also been purchased reducing the amount of
water needed to wash the entire deck area to 70 litres.
Additional water meters have been installed throughout
the centre to track water use in specific areas and to quickly
detect water leaks. For the period of July 2012 to April
2013, the centre has saved more than 540,000 litres of
water, compared to the same time as the previous year.

Tidy Towns Winners’ Book 2013
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2013 State Winner
Energy Innovation

Denmark
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State Winner
Energy Innovation

Denmark

Energy Innovation Award
Large greenhouse gas emission reductions
can be made through simple energy
efficiency improvements with additional
cost saving benefits for householders,
businesses, community groups and
councils. Projects that are highly regarded
by Keep Australia Beautiful encourage
community education and involvement
in the planning, development and/
or implementation of innovative
strategies which focus on renewable
energy use and climate change issues.
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The south coast community of Denmark has
made history! In a massive undertaking which
has taken more than 10 years to complete,
a community wind farm opened in February
2013. Two turbines generating a total of 1.6
megawatts are now connected to the South West
interconnected system grid and provide around
40 per cent of the town’s domestic power. Local
businesses were employed in all phases and direct
financial benefits include dividends paid to the
not-for-profit group that initiated the project
which will be in turn distributed via a dedicated
fund for future community enterprise projects.
Indirect benefits of the wind farm project include
local employment opportunities, increased public
awareness of energy saving practices, tourism
opportunities and increased reliability and
strengthening of the local electricity supply. It is
an educational example to other rural and remote
communities that where there is a will there
is a way. Additionally, there are a number of
environmental benefits such as the reduction of
Denmark’s ‘carbon footprint,’ improved landcare
practices, elimination of significant line losses and
the production of sustainable, renewable energy
which is essentially utilised locally. The current
lease allows for an additional two turbines to
be built, doubling the wind farm’s output.
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The Shire of Denmark has also implemented a
number of energy efficiency measures. The shire has
expanded its existing solar panel array from six to
32.5 kilowatts and added a battery energy storage
system, effectively removing the administration
building’s dependence on the regional electricity grid.
The public can also access a website to see real-time
monitoring of this system’s power generation.
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The shire has also implemented the majority of the
recommendations from an extensive energy audit on
the administration building. This has included replacing
old lighting with LEDs, increasing roof insulation,
educating and encouraging staff to utilise window
blinds, setting summer air conditioning to 23 degrees,
installing ceiling fans and a number of other actions.
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Yakanarra
Yakanarra is a small Aboriginal community
established in the 1980s in the Central Kimberley.
It is nestled in the foothills of the St George
Ranges between the Fitzroy River and the Great
Sandy Desert. There are cultural ties to the old
Cherrabun station and Yakanarra youth (as
young as 14) still go mustering. Local ranger
programs also support groups of young men
to learn the skills of working on the station.

Young Legends Award
This category provides a platform of
respect and opportunity for the best
ideas and sustainable actions that young
Western Australians have to offer. It
is judged on whether environmental
or social achievement has come
about through youth initiative and/
or by a community which encourages
and promotes youth initiative.

An independent community school was
established in a bough shed at Yakanarra in
1991. Now superseded by modern facilities,
the Yakanarra Community School caters for
students from pre-primary to year 10.
The school has a long-term and vital commitment
to creative learnings in the Walmajarri language
and the students’ public artworks and literary
achievements are impressive, the latter
resulting in two books – The Yakanarra Dogs –
Yakanarrajangka Kunyarrwarnti and A Yakanarra
Day – Wangki Yakanarrajanka – being officially
launched at the National Library of Australia in
2013. Funding to take 25 children (years 4 – 9)
to the launch came from the Indigenous Literacy
Foundation and the Country Areas program.
Translations of standard library books to Walmajarri
are continually taking place and Yakanarra
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students have written and illustrated regular newsletters,
helped with the production of a year book, and prepare
their own lunches on Fridays in a classroom kitchen.
The Principal’s vision is to support the community to
develop well-adjusted, resilient children who have
choices and opportunities in life, including further
education. Support for athletically talented and gifted
children is targeted in many ways such as by helping
families investigate secondary boarding schools for
further education, applying for grants to fund projects,
and encouraging and supporting local role models to
mentor students to broaden their horizons. Equally,
staff are supported and nominated for awards. In such
an isolated location, new teachers need a lot of support
in adjusting to the isolation and cultural shift of living
in a small and remote community close to the desert.
Health workers have identified poor muscle development
in Yakanarra’s children. To help address this problem,
locals have worked with a service provider to install
pathways, a ‘fleet of tricycles’ has been purchased, and
outdoor play equipment installed. The pathway installation
work has also provided valuable training for locals.
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2013 Tidy Towns Ambassadors,
Judges and Regional Coordinators

A great richness has been brought to the Tidy
Towns Sustainable Communities program from
the efforts of the following ambassadors,
judges and regional coordinators.

Peter Ashton

Rhonda Murphy

Regional and state judge

State judge

Peter is an exploration and mining
geologist with a background in
environmental management.

Rhonda is a Senior
Project Officer
and manages
the Aboriginal Heritage Unit,
Department of Parks and Wildlife.

Rhonda Ashton
Regional judge

Rhonda is a volunteer in a community native
plant nursery with particular expertise in
propagating local provenance species.
Shirley Brindley
Regional judge

Shirley has been part of the Perth Tidy Towns
team for two years and is the Development and
Promotions Coordinator of the Girls’ Brigade.
Linley Brown
Regional and state judge

Linley is an Education Officer, formerly with
AirWatch (Perth) and the Swan River Trust.

Adrian Price
Regional judge

Adrian is a former Queensland Tidy Towns
judge and state judge for Tidy Towns Western
Australia. Adrian is active in promoting
rural recycling and is an experienced
Natural Resource Management Officer.
Bobbie Reilly
Ambassador

Bobbie is an active Wyalkatchem community
member and a past winner of the Individual
State Environment Achievement Award.
Jill Richardson

Gail Dodd

State judge

Regional judge

Jill is the Landcare Centre Manager, Katanning
Land Conservation District Committee.

Gail is the State Program Manager,
Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities
(Perth), Keep Australia Beautiful WA.
Tim Foley
Ambassador

Dan Vincent
Ambassador to Aboriginal communities

Dan is a manager at the Marra Worra Worra
Aboriginal Corporation (Fitzroy Crossing).

Tim is the Parks and Visitor Services
Regional Leader (Manjimup),
Department of Parks and Wildlife.
Joanne Gray
Regional judge

Joanne has extensive experience as an
environmental and sustainability educator and
2013 is her ninth year as a Tidy Towns judge.
Garth Grimsley
Regional coordinator

Garth is a District Wildlife Officer with the
Department of Parks and Wildlife (Geraldton).
Mayor Kelly Howlett
Ambassador

Kelly is the Mayor of Port Hedland.
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Thank you to all the entrants for 2013.
Keep Australia Beautiful WA – changing littering behaviour
through programs, enforcement, education, incentives,
infrastructure and communication strategies.
Here are some ways you can get your community involved:
Litter Report Scheme
Adopt-a-Spot
Clean Schools program
Awards programs
Clean Marine program
Bin Your Butt program
Clean Clubs
Resources for schools
Resources for community and business clean ups

Keep Australia Beautiful WA
T 6467 5131
W www.kabc.wa.gov.au
E tidytowns@kabc.wa.gov.au
DER2013045
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