

Foreword

From the Chairperson
Keep Australia Beautiful Council

I would encourage everyone to read through this
publication because it showcases the state winner and
the state category achievement winners. It gives an
excellent summary of their activities and illustrates the
range and diversity of projects which are undertaken,
many of which are truly inspiring. I congratulate all
entrants for their enthusiasm, commitment and civic
pride in achieving these outstanding results.
This year’s state winner, Hedland (Port and South
Hedland), will represent Western Australia at the
national Tidy Towns’ awards early in 2010. I wish
them the very best in that competition.

The Keep Australia Beautiful Council is proud of
our Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities award
program. Now celebrating its fortieth anniversary,
it is one of Western Australia’s best known and
longest running community competitions.
The program has evolved into a framework to promote
sustainability and to encourage and reward environmental
and social change in our regional, rural and remote
communities. The category achievement awards of
natural heritage conservation, recycling and waste
management, enhancing cultural identity, community
action, water conservation and general appearance
offer incentives to those many caring and committed
organisations, individuals and community groups who have
volunteered their time and effort to implement projects
that have real and lasting benefits to their communities.
Strong links between local government, business,
school, community groups and residents are essential
to the success of any Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Community. Our participants this year have shown
how communities can work in partnership to achieve
greater sustainability, as well as make them more
attractive and interesting places to live in and visit.
I acknowledge and recognise the efforts of all those
wonderful people who have participated this year. These
participants enter the program because they want to
make a difference. It is this desire and commitment
to make their community a better place to live that
is the true strength of the Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities program. This book recognises the
winners of the several categories mentioned but in
reality all participants are winners because ultimately the
environment is the winner and I congratulate you all.
I commend our judges, ambassadors and regional
coordinators. They have given their time and
expertise to assist communities and the team at Keep
Australia Beautiful with entries and awards. I thank
them for their dedication and commitment.
Thank you to our generous sponsors, the Packaging
Stewardship Forum, Grundfos Pumps Pty Ltd and our
media partner, the Golden West Network (GWN).
Throughout this year, GWN promoted Tidy Towns
by televising community service announcements:
together with the financial support of our sponsors,
the program has enjoyed continuing success.

Mel Hay, APM
Chairperson
Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA
November 2009
Principal sponsor
The Packaging
Stewardship Forum aims
to significantly increase
government, industry and community understanding of
resource recovery and litter management through the
delivery of projects throughout Australia, either directly
or in partnership with others. Its focus is on providing
cost effective resource recovery and litter reduction
solutions that deliver real and measurable outcomes.
The recycling and waste management category of
the Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities and the
Sustainable Cities awards are proudly sponsored by PSF.
Category sponsor
As a world leading
pump and pumping systems manufacturer, Grundfos
Pumps has joined with Keep Australia Beautiful to
help all Australians achieve improvements in water
conservation. The partnership is based on sponsorship
of the Water Conservation category of both the Tidy
Towns – Sustainable Communities and Sustainable
Cities Awards at a national and state/territory level.
These awards identify, acknowledge and promote
examples of excellence in local environmental
initiatives. Finalists and winners of the awards will help
provide best practice case studies and benchmarks
that other local communities across Australia can
utilise to address water shortages and restrictions.
Media Partner
For more than 40 years, GWN has
been an integral part of the WA
landscape, broadcasting the very
latest in news and events and entertaining regional
Western Australians. GWN is actively supporting and
promoting Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities
by taking its messages, initiatives and stories to a
potential audience share of 544,000 people.
2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



“Hedland Tidy Towns’ Committee has
strongly grasped the ideals required to be
a successful sustainable community and
an inspiriting Australia-wide leader. The
efforts in community engagement and youth

State Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities Winner

Hedland
(Port and South
Hedland)

development are exemplary. Overall, Hedland
(Port and South Hedland) has demonstrated
commitment to not only improve the town’s
infrastructure and the environment but also
to develop its people and relationships. ”
Peter Ashton, Guest Judge
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State Winner 2009

Judge’s Comment

AT E W I N

Hedland, with a population of 18,000, is located in
the Pilbara region of north-west Western Australia.
A diverse community, Hedland is proving itself to be
one of the most dynamic towns in the state. Its main
features are industrial mining and port activities, pastoral
stations, indigenous communities and tourism.
Partnerships between key stakeholders in the community
are playing a central role in the process of delivering
high quality infrastructure projects and community
development programs. The Hedland community
recognises that by joining together the sustainability
of the town into the future can be assured.
Through the development of effective and
innovative partnerships across community groups,
government, business and industry, exceptional
gains have been made in the areas of community
action, general appearance, recycling and waste
management, enhancing cultural identity, natural
heritage conservation and water conservation.
Members of the Hedland community enthusiastically
embrace the task of contributing to the improvement
of the town in which they live. The dedication and
effort shown by Hedland locals reflect a commitment
to developing an engaged community network
that fosters community spirit and drives the positive
development of Hedland into a premier lifestyle location.
There have been numerous community initiatives that
have achieved great success in the last year. One of the
highlights has been the “Cash for Trash” program. This
innovative program smashed original targets for total
collection of glass bottles and bags of aluminium cans
and due to its overwhelming success, the initial target of
collecting a total of 20,000 glass bottles has been raised
to collecting 300,000 by the end of December this year.
As of mid-July over 200,000 glass bottles were collected.
Additionally, in order to accommodate the huge number
of participants and size of collections being delivered, an



Another major achievement is the Hedland Youth Leadership
Coalition winning the prestigious BHP Nickel (Group)
Citizenship Award at the 2009 WA Youth Awards and
Thierra Clanton, founding member of the Hedland Youth
Leadership Coalition, winning the Edith Cowan Leadership
Award, presented by WA Premier, Colin Barnett. Recognition
at a state level of the achievements by this group of
young leaders demonstrates how Hedland is successfully
supporting town sustainability through its youth, to achieve
excellence in the face of geographical and social isolation.
Yet another highlight is the development of the Spinifex
Hills Artist Group. Providing opportunities for Indigenous
residents to participate in a culturally uplifting and culturally
appropriate venture of this nature empowers their sense of
identity and well-being. The enthusiastic response by other
members of the community who voraciously purchased all
the artwork produced by this group is a testament to not only
their artistic prowess, but also to how the wider community
has gained inspiration from their Indigenous counterparts.
An invitation to Care for Hedland’s Kelly Howlett to speak
at the 2009 International Turtle Symposium exhibits how
Hedland’s turtle monitoring program is providing a benchmark
at an international level. The turtle monitoring program
currently has over 145 eager local volunteers and even attracts
international volunteers seeking to become involved in animal
conservation. Recognition of the importance of the turtle
monitoring program is being immortalised in the development
of a tourist boardwalk along Centenary Beach which will no
doubt be a major tourist attraction in the years to come.

State Finalists

alternative collection site has been created at the South Hedland
landfill for collections exceeding $200 in cash payment. The
“Cash for Trash” program has been extended until the end of the
year and it is hoped that it will subsequently be established as a
permanent program. The success of “Cash for Trash” has inspired
surrounding Pilbara towns to follow suit in the establishment
of similar recycling programs. A program of this nature has not
only promoted the importance of environmental sustainability,
but has also dramatically enhanced community interaction,
improved the general town appearance and addressed safety
concerns on the streets that had been evident from broken glass.

These state finalists were the winners
in their respective regions for best
performance over all categories.

Kimberley

Lombadina
Pilbara

Hedland (Port and
South Hedland)
Midwest-Gascoyne

Dandaragan
Goldfields

Menzies
Central Wheatbelt

Westonia
Great Southern

Gnowangerup
South West

Collie
South Coast

Esperance

The introduction of a roadside whitegoods collection
and recent establishment of a native plant nursery are
initiatives supported by local government, industry,
community organisations and local residents. Ventures
such as these are proof that the Hedland community prides
itself with setting a high standard in sustainable living.
Clearly Hedland has demonstrated its ability to excel in all areas
under consideration in the 2009 Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities awards. Their success emphasises how through the
development of strategic partnerships, community pride and spirit
can flourish in a manner that paves the way to sustained success.
It is with much anticipation the people of Hedland
look forward to an even brighter future.

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



Community Action

Judge’s Comment
“It was a real pleasure to be invited to
visit dynamic regional, remote and rural
communities in Western Australia. The level of
community effort is excellent and the projects
undertaken in the last year, are impressive.”

State Winner
Community Action

Hedland
(Port and South
Hedland)

Glenys Anderson, OAM, Guest Judge

Community Action
The essence of community action is to involve
a range of different organisations, groups and
individuals in planning and implementing community
projects. This includes motivating and promoting
youth participation, working with volunteers,
training and mentoring local members and involving  
small business, local government and industry.
Hedland has a massive number of people doing
voluntary work: 265 directly involved in organising
activities and 1500 involved in programs and activities.
The Tidy Towns’ Committee plans activities at the start
of the year and meets monthly until submission time
when meetings are held fortnightly. The committee
works as a subset of the shire and links in with the
Shire Strategic Plan and Coastal Management Plan.
Hedland is an excellent example of what can be
achieved with motivated leadership, planning, and
development of strong partnerships and alliances.
They are congratulated for a highly professional
approach to the Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities
program and particularly for the extensive youth
engagement and development programs.
Hedland excels in community engagement and has
worked hard for the past five years to achieve a major
turn-around in community attitudes. In particular, youth
engagement efforts have been remarkable. Significant
achievements for youth include: development of a
Youth Charter, the Hedland Youth Stakeholder Action
Group, and the Youth Leadership Coalition which
meets weekly to work on Hedland issues. Outcomes
include the assessment of youth requirements and
development of the Hedland Youth Strategic Plan,
greater youth involvement in decision-making and
town activities, development of youth facilities and
proposed Youth Zone, youth learning and leadership
development, youth events and Hedland Youth Week.
The Care for Hedland Environmental Association Inc. is
involved in many activities including “Cash for Trash”,
clean-ups, turtle monitoring and garden competitions,
and provides the valuable role of an industry watchdog.
Although covered under waste and recycling, “Cash for
Trash” has massive community involvement to the point
where results have exceeded the wildest expectations.



There are many more community
actions to commend including
the ‘Heds Up for a Healthy
Active Hedland’ project which
is extremely valuable for the
school and general community
– encouraging, though an endless
list of activities and education
events, improved lifestyle: again, an
example of a caring community.

Category Achievement Finalists

The community has also clearly
pulled together to raise funds for
good causes such as the Victorian
Bushfires Appeal ($16,000),
Pilbara Variety ($116,000), Worlds’
Greatest Shave ($15,600), Biggest
Morning Tea ($420) – showing
a generous community spirit
and commendable interest
beyond their town boundary.

These state finalists were the
winners in their respective
regions for best performance with
regard to community action.

Kimberley

Yakanarra
Pilbara

Hedland (Port and
South Hedland)
Midwest-Gascoyne

Dandaragan
Goldfields

Wanarn
Central Wheatbelt

Westonia and Northam
Great Southern

Gnowangerup
South West

Busselton
South Coast

Esperance

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



General Appearance

Judge’s Comment
“Many communities have built soundly on their
good initiatives in previous years and have

State Winner
General Appearance

Westonia

maintained attractive approaches to towns.
Improvements to local amenities have seen
increased community morale and identity.”
Fiona Westcott, Tidy Towns Regional Coordinator,
Goldfields Region – Kalgoorlie

General Appearance
General appearance of a town helps to identify
a town’s purpose and personality and can be
a drawcard for tourism. Judges assess many
aspects of appearance including, but not
restricted to, entries/approaches to town,
business and retail areas, sporting areas, public
parks and gardens, private homes and gardens
and streets including footpaths and verges.

From the very first approach to Westonia, one becomes
intrigued with the attractive entry statement sign on
the Great Eastern Highway enticing travellers to turn
off and visit the town. Then there is more intrigue with
corrugated tin facades on the closer entry statement
depicting scenes of bygone days. This would be enough
for the curious traveller to want to investigate further.
They would not be disappointed. The yesteryear theme
continues with these tin facades on every street “T”
junction – each one telling a different story of the past.
The recently completed painted tin signs reflect
actual scenes of the original street frontage
of the 19th century gold mining boom. They
are incredibly life-like and so well done.
One of the major achievements in recent months
is the revamping of Cement Street. The bitumen
surface of the road was ripped up and turned into a
one way street or a semi mall and the area extensively
landscaped. The concept depicted is “Where the
Wheatbelt meets the Goldfields”. Agriculture is
represented with an old truck complete with flashing
headlights and tin cut-out sheep. There are new
gazebos in the street and a feature has been made
of some old mining equipment. This is a most
ambitious project creates a centerpiece for the town.
At the end of last year a new stadium and bowling
green were completed. This is a really attractive and
innovative design with an appealing open feeling.
Community volunteers played a big role in assisting
with preparation of the bowling green and establishing
the landscaping surrounding the stadium. With all the
recreational activities such as tennis, swimming pool,
skate park and bowls all close together, the stadium
provides a meeting place for social gatherings.
The approach is tree lined and this theme of tree lined
streets is continued in streets such as Gold Street and
others. The main street presents a great concept with
all the buildings having a facade depicting the town as
it was in the early 1900s. The centre median area with
plants adds the finishing touch. Even the retirement



Category Achievement Finalists

cottages have been built in
a different style to conform
to the yesteryear theme and
the heritage listed hotel has
new owners committed to
restoring it to its 1910 glory.
This will be a huge drawcard
and centrepiece for the town.

These state finalists were the winners
in their respective regions for best
performance with regard to the general
appearance of their community.

Kimberley

Lombadina
Pilbara

Paraburdoo
Midwest-Gascoyne

Dandaragan
Goldfields

Wanarn
Central Wheatbelt

Westonia
Great Southern

Corrigin
South West

Walpole
South Coast

Denmark

A garden contest is held and this is well supported
with the proud winners displaying their signs. The
neat and tidy gardens in town are impressive.
The Anglican Church was re-oiled by Council and community
to preserve it and there are plans to change all the street
signs to a heritage style to continue the heritage concept.
This tiny town, with a population of only 250 people, has
a huge vision and it shows just what can be achieved in a
small community with the combination of vision, passionate
leadership, and a community who believe in the vision.

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



Recycling and Waste
Management

Judge’s Comment
“Community groups and local governments continue
to work together to improve waste management
and recycling across the State. 2009 has seen the
development of splendid new initiatives, some with
potential influence beyond Western Australia.”

State Winner
Recycling and Waste Management

Hedland
(Port and South
Hedland)

John Davis, State Judge

Recycling and Waste Management
This category, sponsored by the Packaging
Stewardship Forum, assesses waste planning,
local government liaison, education and
awareness programs, community involvement
and developing innovative methods of
recycling and waste management.

The flagship event for waste management and recycling
this year was Hedland’s highly successful introduction
of “Cash for Trash” and associated promotions such
as the school poster competition. With some 250,000
bottles and 10 tonnes of cans collected to date, this has
been an amazing initiative. Besides strong community
adoption, vital to the program were the partnerships
developed with the media, the shire, local business and
industry, and most importantly the recycling agents.
Other initiatives included the shredding of more
than 500 tonnes of green waste for use as mulch
around town. This program is set to continue
with the sharing of the shredder with other shires
around the Pilbara. There is a mountain of pallets at
the tip and so there is no shortage of material for
chipping. Tip recyclables appeared well segregated.
Hedland Council responded to the community request
for a kerbside whitegoods collection as an expansion of
the current cyclone season cleanup. Some 300 items
were collected and recycled through a local metal agent.
It was noted that shire refuse pick up trucks all had the
encouraging sign – “Keeping Port Hedland Clean”. A
travelling message like this is an excellent idea and
pretty cheap encouragement for the community.



Category Achievement Finalists

These state finalists were the winners
in their respective regions for best
performance with regard to recycling and
waste management in their communities.

Kimberley

Djarindjin
Pilbara

Hedland (Port and
South Hedland)
Midwest-Gascoyne

Dandaragan
Goldfields

Wanarn
Central Wheatbelt

Trayning and Quairading
Great Southern

Cranbrook
South West

Waroona
South Coast

Esperance

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



Natural Heritage Conservation
10

Judge’s Comment
“I am really impressed with the efforts that
have been made with Greenbushes Pool. This

State Winner
Natural Heritage Conservation

Greenbushes

has significant heritage value for the town
and needs to be preserved and maintained. It
is a delightful area and the outcome of all the
efforts being made will ensure this is a huge
attraction for both locals and tourists.”
Glenys Anderson, OAM, Guest Judge

Natural Heritage Conservation
This category assesses the activities of conserving,
protecting and restoring the natural environment
within and surrounding the community. This
includes planning, local government liaison,
education and awareness programs to promote
the town’s natural heritage, involvement of
all sectors of the community and developing
innovative ways to conserve natural heritage.

Greenbushes community is dedicated to conserving
its natural heritage in many areas and the efforts
of the Greenbushes Discovery Centre Committee
are commendable. Volunteers maintain some
25 km of walk trails picking up rubbish, weeding
these areas and replacing damaged sign markers.
The Busselton Naturalists Club assisted this year
when visiting and helped to pick up rubbish.
These volunteers also conduct a Wattle Walk to educate
residents about choosing native species for their gardens
and advising about the possibility of wattles becoming
invasive if they escape into the jarrah-marri forest.
A snake handling and awareness workshop was
held at the Talison mine site for staff and families
with the aim of having trained people able to handle
and relocate snakes outside of the mine area. This
is a very innovative project: learning respect and
care for such reptiles will ensure their survival.
The Shire of Bridgetown Greenbushes now has a
Sustainability Committee which has developed an action
plan for the entire shire. This shows forward thinking.
Greenbushes pool received some major attention
this year following a management plan having been
prepared in 2008. This is an important revitalisation
of this area. Car park areas have been clearly
delineated and bollards placed to prevent cars driving
too close to the water’s edge. A major clean-out of
the pool was conducted with water being pumped
to allow removal of silted areas and weeds and to
enable repair of the fence to the childrens’ wading
pool to take place. The lower water level also allowed
concrete footings to be installed for a new viewing
deck. A machine was able to scoop out the edges
of the pool and volunteers removed the old deck.
New playground equipment has been installed. Plans
are in place for the construction of a gazebo and
seating and a gas barbeque. There are also plans for a
boardwalk and walk trail around the edge of the pool.

Category Achievement Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their
respective regions for best performance with
regard to natural heritage conservation.

Kimberley

Lombadina
Pilbara

Hedland (Port and
South Hedland)
Midwest-Gascoyne

Dandaragan
Goldfields

Menzies
Central Wheatbelt

Westonia and Quairading
Great Southern

Narrogin
South West

Greenbushes
South Coast

Denmark

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book
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Enhancing Cultural Identity

Judge’s Comment
“The purpose of ‘enhancing cultural identity’
is to promote and celebrate the history and
identity of communities. It is obvious that various
projects entered this year have contributed
to building a strong sense of place in regional

State Winner
Enhancing Cultural Identity

Hedland
(Port and South
Hedland)

communities throughout the state.”
Gail Dodd, State Program Manager,
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities

Enhancing Cultural Identity
Each community’s cultural identity is comprised
of a range of factors, including the people, places
and events that define it.  Enhancing cultural
identity may involve planning, local government
liaison, education and awareness programs,
community involvement and innovation.

Hedland has an historical society, a
heritage inventory and heritage trail.
Hedland also has events to recognise community
contributions and achievements as well as a large
number of other community building events throughout
the year including the NAIDOC week celebrations
(honouring elders), Pilbara Music Festival, ANZAC Day,
the Spinifex Spree Carnival, Hedland Youth Week,
Rotary Charity Ball, Bushfire Appeal, Variety Pilbara,
World’s Greatest Shave, Australia Day Breakfast,
Biggest Morning Tea, school holiday programs, Kicking
Goals and Keep Australia Beautiful (KAB) Day.
The Welcome to Hedland Community Expo is
a long way ahead of anything seen elsewhere
and must make newcomers extremely happy
with their decision to make Hedland home.
In South Hedland, work is going on to enhance the
culture/reputation of South Hedland, with many
programs underway to improve communications,
develop youth, upgrade housing and infrastructure,
develop community pride and capacity, and to develop
positive conversation. The ‘South Hedland Alive’ and
‘Hedlines’ community newsletters are terrific vehicles
for informing the community while setting standards
and inspiring the community to greater heights.
The neighbourhood barbeque program again promotes
communications and allows residents to meet and
discuss issues with local shire councillors in a nonthreatening environment. Again, this is best practice.
Unlike many towns, Hedland has a massive focus
on youth with a Youth Charter and Strategic
Plan for youth development, a Youth Leadership
Coalition and a Youth Stakeholder Action Group.
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There are also a number of community health and fitness programs
which are considered vital for building a sustainable population.
The ‘Hedlights’ project adds a new dimension to the industrial
landscape where local artworks are projected every evening
onto the specially prepared BHP Oil Tank. There are numerous
other events promoted which bring the arts to the community.
For example the courthouse gallery holds regular exhibitions
and the Spinifex Hills Artists “Lets Get Started” program
encourages and embraces aboriginal art and culture.

Category Achievement Finalists

A new Youth Zone is under development to be a one-stop shop
for youth services and activities. With over $5.4 million raised, the
building will be a showcase project for commitment to young people.

These state finalists were the winners in
their respective regions for best performance
with regard to promoting and preserving
the cultural identity of the community.

Kimberley

Yakanarra
Pilbara

Hedland (Port and
South Hedland)
Midwest-Gascoyne

Meekatharra
Goldfields

Menzies
Central Wheatbelt

Westonia
Great Southern

West Arthur
South West

Yarloop
South Coast

Esperance

The Port Hedland sculpture program is designed
to capture the unique Hedland history and culture
as well as collect international works.
Hedland held its inaugural birthday celebrations using a heritage
theme and this is now expected to be an annual event.
It is a large town but Hedland is making a massive
effort to build a culture with a strong sense of place for
both indigenous and non indigenous residents.

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book
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Water Conservation

Judge’s Comment
“In this, the driest of continents, we have one of the
highest per capita consumption rates of water in the

State Winner
Water Conservation

Walpole

world. A concerted effort to reduce water is crucial
to becoming more resilient to our drying climate.”
Jill Richardson, State Judge

Water Conservation
This category, sponsored by Grundfos Pumps
Pty Ltd, assesses water management planning,
local government liaison, education and
awareness programs related to water, community
involvement and developing innovative methods
of water harvesting, recycling and reuse.
Walpole school identified that their lawn was using
a considerable amount of water and decided to
replace it with a water-wise native garden. The
students worked with a horticulturist to select suitable
plants and then dug up the lawn, mulched the
area and planted it. Not only has this project saved
the school a lot of water, but it has also educated
the students in the importance of water saving.
Land has been purchased for use for waste water.
Water quality tests have been conducted in Butler’s
Creek and the Collier River with good results. In order
to address the ongoing water needs, bores have been
drilled to determine ground water availability and
work has been done to locate a new dam area.
Extensive use has been made of mulch for the median
strip gardens as well as water-wise plants native
plants being used. These efforts will go a long way
to conserving water as the median strip plants are
all doing well without the need for reticulation.
Walpole’s “Green Town Project” encourages
residents to reduce water and power usage
between the hours of 5.30pm – 7.30pm daily.
Households are also encouraged to use low
energy light bulbs and water saving shower
heads: currently 28 houses are participating.
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Category Achievement Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in
their respective regions for best performance
with regard to water conservation.

Kimberley

Djarindjin
Pilbara

No recipient
Midwest-Gascoyne

No recipient
Goldfields

Menzies
Central Wheatbelt

Bencubbin
Great Southern

Gnowangerup
South West

Walpole
South Coast

Denmark

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book
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The Regions

Kimberley

Pilbara

The Kimberley region, covering some 421,451 square
kilometres is one-sixth of the size of Western Australia
and three times that of the United Kingdom.

Situated in the north west of Western Australia,
the Pilbara is a mineral rich region with spectacular
scenery. This rapidly growing region has a population
of approximately 60,000 people which includes a
significant fly-in/fly-out representation. The Pilbara
is the leading resources sector region of Western
Australia and is often described as the engine room
of the nation because of its immense reserves of
natural resources, including iron ore, salt and natural
gas. The Pilbara covers a total area of 507,896 square
kilometres extending from the Indian Ocean to the
Northern Territory border (including offshore islands).

As the second fastest growing regional population
in Western Australia, the Kimberley has an
estimated resident population of 35,000 that is
expected to grow to 70,400 by the year 2031.
The population is comparatively young, with a
median age of 30 years, and with a 47 per cent
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander population.
Prone to tropical cyclones, the Kimberley has a diverse
and amazing environment, with sandy beaches, lush
rainforests, and spinifex plains. The Kimberley coast is at
the heart of a system of internationally important marine
ecosystems, stretching from Shark Bay World Heritage
Area in the south, to coral atolls in the tropical north.
For the past century, the main land use in the Kimberley
has been for pastoral activities. Currently more than 50
per cent (about 224,000 square kilometres) of Kimberley
land is held under pastoral lease: that is, the land
has been classified primarily for the grazing of stock.
The pastoral industry, mining, pearling, fishing, and
tourism are all major economic activities in the region
and the tourism industry is continuing to develop.

This region can be separated into three distinct
geographical formations, a vast coastal plain,
breathtaking inland ranges and an arid desert region
extending into Australia’s dry centre. It is blessed
with stunning natural beauty boasting striking
landscapes and a rich and diverse cultural heritage.

2009 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book
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The Regions

Midwest-Gascoyne

Central Wheatbelt

The Midwest-Gascoyne extends from a mineral rich
hinterland to prime agricultural land, spectacular coastal
areas and productive offshore fisheries. Bounded by
the Indian Ocean in the west and the central Australian
desert in the east, the major centres of population are
Geraldton and Carnarvon with nearly three-quarters of
the region’s 60,300 residents living along the coast.

The Central Wheatbelt covers an area of approximately
85,000 square kilometres of mostly wheat/sheep
production that accounts for a large percentage
of the agricultural produce of Western Australia.
Major environmental issues are being tackled
including salinity and habitat restoration.

This region has a rich maritime history, and has the
state’s most significant fishing industry. The Gascoyne
region is home to many popular tourist destinations,
including the heritage-listed Ningaloo Marine Park.
Indigenous tourism is also developing in the area.
Further inland a variety of industries operate including
sheep, pigs, cattle, wheat and a wide range of cereal
crops, wildflower farming and mining. Many areas are of
historical significance and attract many tourists each year.

Goldfields
The Goldfields region is just under a third of
Western Australia’s total land mass and the
largest region in Western Australia in the Tidy
Towns competition. The region also incorporates
11 Ngaanyatjarra Lands communities.
It is bound geographically by the Little Sandy
Desert and Gibson Desert to the north; the
Wheatbelt region to the west; the South Coast
region to the south; while the South Australian and
Northern Territory create borders to the east.
The region encompasses the beautiful mining
heritage towns of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Coolgardie and
Kambalda and in 2008, the Goldfields region was
one of the WA’s most popular tourist destinations.
The Goldfields region continues to undergo a period
of sustained economic growth, with mining and
agriculture being the predominant industries.
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The area also includes areas of pristine
coastline with some fishing industry, mining
areas and a developing tourism industry.
The diverse population of approximately 50,000 is thinly
spread across numerous small towns throughout the
region with only a small proportion of the population
living in major towns. There is also a higher than
average indigenous population in the Central Wheatbelt.

The Great Southern
The Great Southern region covers 40,000 square
kilometres and features some of the most
rugged and beautiful scenery in Australia.
The Great Southern has a diversity of industries. The
region is the second biggest producer of agriculture
in the state including the production wool, grain
and livestock. Other industries include aquaculture,
tree harvesting, and premium wine production.
Tourism is flourishing in the region with great potential
for nature based tourism. The popularity of local
Nyoongar Australian Aboriginal Art is also growing
and a marketing network is being established.

South West
The South West is the most highly populated region
outside of the Perth metropolitan area. With rapid
population growth, the South West has a consistently
lower than average unemployment rate.
The South West is the most diverse regional economy
in state. The economy is based on the production of
alumina and mineral sands, strong agricultural and
horticultural industries, timber products, viticulture
and retailing. Tourism is also rapidly expanding with
national parks, ancient forests, beaches, wineries and
eco-tourism sites contributing to make the South West
Region the most popular tourist area outside Perth.

South Coast
The South Coast extends from Albany along the coast
to include Esperance and on to the South Australian
border and includes inland towns such as Jerramungup.
The area is well known for some of the most
rugged and beautiful scenery in Australia and
contains natural tourist locations. The unspoilt
coastline offers numerous recreational pursuits from
fishing, beach combing and walking on some of
the finest beach sand in the southern hemisphere,
whale-watching and swimming in the magnificent
turquoise waters of the various bays and beaches.
The main industries in the region include
broadacre cropping, livestock and wool plus
major industries such as mining and tourism.
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Tidy Towns Judges
and Ambassadors 2009

We have been honoured to have a diversity of
judges, and three ambassadors, whose dedication
and expertise brought a great richness to the Tidy
Towns – Sustainable Communities’ program.

Judges
A sincere thank you to the following judges:
Glenys Anderson, OAM – founding Chief Executive
Officer of Keep Australia Beautiful, Queensland.
Peter Ashton – Exploration and Mining
Geologist, and former Chair of the national
winning Collie Tidy Towns Committee.
Alistair Bain – Senior Project Officer, Waste
Management Branch, West Kimberley District
(Broome), and Tidy Towns’ Regional Coordinator,
Department of Environment and Conservation.
Catherine Campbell – former Senior Project
Officer, Waste Management Branch (Bunbury) and
Tidy Towns’ Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation.
John Davis – Senior Project Coordinator, Waste
Management Branch (Perth), Department
of Environment and Conservation.
Gail Dodd – State Program Manager, Tidy Towns
– Sustainable Communities, Keep Australia Beautiful
(Perth), Department of Environment and Conservation.
Greg Durell – District Manager, Great
Southern District (Narrogin), Department
of Environment and Conservation.
Tim Foley – Regional Leader, Parks and Visitor
Services, Warren Region (Manjimup), Department
of Environment and Conservation.
Joanne Gray – Sustainability Officer, City
of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.
Rebecca Griffiths – Environmental Officer,
Midwest-Gascoyne Region (Geraldton),
Department of Environment and Conservation
Alan Kietzmann – District Manager, Avon
Mortlock District (Northam), Department
of Environment and Conservation
Sylvia Leighton – Land for Wildlife Officer, South Coast
(Albany), Department of Environment and Conservation
Cath McKeown – Personal Assistant to
Wheatbelt Regional Manager (Narrogin) and
Tidy Towns’ Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation
Ken Ninyette – National Park Ranger,
South West Region (Busselton), Department
of Environment and Conservation
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Bobbie Reilly – former leader of the national
winning Wyalkatchem Tidy Towns Committee.
Jill Richardson – Landcare Centre Manager,
Katanning LCDC, Katanning.
Ray Tauss – Environmental Officer, Environmental
Regulation Division (Perth), Department
of Environment and Conservation.
Tracy Teede – Planning Officer, South West Region
(Bunbury), Department of Environment and Conservation
Jennifer Twaddle – Personal Assistant to
South Coast Regional Manager (Albany) and
Tidy Towns’ Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation
Luke Vernon – Environmental Officer, MidwestGascoyne Region (Geraldton) and Tidy
Towns’ Regional Coordinator, Department of
Environment and Conservation
Fiona Westcott – Senior Environmental
Officer, Goldfields Region (Kalgoorlie) and Tidy
Towns’ Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation

Ambassadors
Special thanks to the following
Ambassadors for promoting the program
and assisting communities in 2009:
Bobbie Reilly – Wyalkatchem
John Davis – Perth
Adam (Turtle) Johnson – Yakanarra
community (near Fitzroy Crossing)
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