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Foreword

From the Chairperson
Keep Australia Beautiful Council
The Keep Australia Beautiful Council is
proud of our Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities award program. Now
celebrating its 41st year, it is one of
Western Australia’s best known and
longest running community competitions.
The continued success of this program
is based on the engagement of the community who display
enormous energy and civic pride in their achievements.
The program offers a framework for sustainability by encouraging
and rewarding positive environmental and social change
in regional communities. The category awards of recycling
and waste management, natural heritage conservation,
enhancing cultural identity, water conservation, community
action and general appearance offer incentives to those many
dedicated individuals, organisations and community groups
who want to make a difference by implementing programs
that have real and lasting benefits to their communities.
Strong links between local government, business, schools,
community groups and residents are essential to the success of any
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Community. Our participants this year
have shown how effective partnerships can keep regional towns
and communities thriving. I congratulate every community involved
in 2010 for your hard work, motivation, and commitment. Tidy
Towns’ entrants are experts and leaders in community development.
I commend our judges, ambassadors, regional
coordinators and staff at Keep Australia Beautiful who
have given their time and expertise to assist entrants. I
thank them for their dedication and commitment.
Thank you to our co-presenters, the Waste Authority and the
Department of Environment and Conservation, and to our
generous sponsors, the Department for Regional Development
and Lands, Cliffs Natural Resources Inc, the Golden West
Network (GWN), Western Australian Regional Newspapers and
Grundfos Pumps Pty Ltd. This year the program has grown
enormously, thanks to their financial support and promotion.
I encourage everyone to read through this publication, which this
year showcases the regional as well as state category award winners
and the overall regional and state winner. It gives an excellent
summary of their activities and illustrates the range and diversity
of inspiring projects which are undertaken. Congratulations,
once again, to all 2010 entrants for your dedication and
hard work towards the sustainability of your community.
This year’s state winner, Westonia, will represent Western
Australia at the national Tidy Towns’ awards in 2011.
I wish them the very best in that competition.

Mel Hay, APM
Chairperson
Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA
November 2010

Category Sponsors
Community Action
Government of Western Australia

Department of Regional Development and Lands

As a new department formed on 1 July 2009, the
Department of Regional Development and
Lands (RDL) is working closely with communities
throughout Western Australia to build and
support strong and vibrant communities. RDL
proudly sponsor initiatives like the Tidy Towns
awards which have a key role in encouraging and
promoting activities that help boost regional areas
and make them attractive places in which to live.

Recycling and Waste Management
Cliffs Natural
Resources is an
international mining company. Headquartered in
Perth and Cleveland Ohio, Cliffs divides the company
into Asia Pacific, Latin America and North American
business units. It is the largest producer of iron ore
south of the Pilbara. Its Koolyanobbing Project in the
Goldfields is a major supplier of lump and fines iron ore
shipped from Port of Esperance . Cliffs holds the highest
regard for environmental stewardship and community
relations and plays an active role in assisting various
charities and contributing to community life through a
range of sponsorship programs and social initiatives.

Natural Heritage Conservation
For more than 40 years the
Golden West Network
(GWN) has been an integral
part of the WA landscape,
broadcasting the very latest in news and events
and entertaining regional Western Australians.
GWN is actively supporting and promoting
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities by
taking its messages, initiatives and stories to a
potential audience share of 544,000 people.

Enhancing Cultural Identity
Western Australian
Regional Newspapers
(WARN) cover the vast
expanse of Western Australia - wherever you are,
they are actively “Telling YOUR Story” in each
of their 21 publications. WARN are proud to be
involved with Tidy Towns and to be telling your
story so that everybody in this great state of ours
has the opportunity to be aware of your efforts.

Water Conservation
As a world leading
pump and pumping systems manufacturer,
Grundfos Pumps Pty Ltd helps Australians to
achieve improvements in water conservation through
sponsorship of both the Tidy Towns and Sustainable
Cities Awards at a national and state/territory level.
Finalists and winners of the awards will provide
best practice case studies and benchmarks that
other local communities across Australia can utilise
to address water shortages and restrictions.
2010 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



“This year, whilst many places
have excelled in specific award

State Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities Winner

Westonia

categories, there were several
standout communities taking a
holistic approach towards sustainable
development. This is more
highly regarded in judging at the
Regional and State Winner levels.
The State Winner 2010, Westonia, has clearly
demonstrated an ongoing total commitment to
sustainability in a clearly challenging economic,
social and natural environment. They are
certainly making the best of what they have
and the best of every opportunity that arises.
Westonia epitomises the spirit of the Tidy
Towns – Sustainable Communities program.”
Peter Ashton, Regional and State Judge
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State Winner 2010

Judge’s Comment

AT E W I N

Westonia is located on the edge of the Wheatbelt
and the Goldfields regions of Western Australia.
This very small town of approximately 250 has a big
vision for a sustainable future by making the most
of what they have and opportunities as they arise.
Community members, industry, business and government
have formed effective partnerships to plan and implement
sustainability projects and community events.
The Westonia Progress Association plays a
massive role in raising funds to assist the golf
club, football club, junior coaching/golf camp and
one of the new “Life Style Village” houses.
The local mine, Catalpa, and the shire work together
to provide a new community gym with free 24-hour
availability, an occupational nurse to plan exercise
programs, and the 100-year’s celebrations. This huge
event involved the whole community and the new
headframe adds to the mining heritage look of the town.
Westonia’s general appearance is outstanding.
Landscaping and garden beds have improved
dramatically in the last 12 months and pool and
caravan park upgrades have been significant.
‘Wheatbelt meets Goldfields’ mall has a new rabbit
proof fence and original gate which finishes the
concept off nicely. Westonia continues developing its
cultural identity with renovations to building facades
and the respectful restoration and identification
work at the cemetery is highly commendable.
The shire’s “Life Style Village” is a massive
commitment towards sustainability replacing
transportables with stylish accommodation
that will remain to attract future residents.
Westonia actively conserves its natural environment
with continued work on the eight hectare sandalwood
plantation around the town including additional
planting, ploughing and weed management. The
Woodlands and Wildflower Heritage Walk, with
interpretive signage, is a real asset. New seats
and trail markers were installed this year.
The big project for 2010 was utilising the mining
camp wastewater treatment. Another successful
partnership between Catalpa and the shire sees the
facility used for town ovals and other gardens and
linked to the Lifestyle Village for future use. Recognising
and investing in opportunities such as this is not
only smart but vital in these water-poor areas.
This vibrant and progressive community
has demonstrated its ability to excel in all
categories of the 2010 Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities program. Its massive vision has
been converted to action to transform the town
and develop a truly sustainable community.



State Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their respective
regions for best performance over all categories.

Kimberley

Yakanarra

A very strong and caring community, Yakanarra have achieved a lot this
year with massive developments in infrastructure and environmental
education. A particular strength is recycling and waste management.
The sense of community and pride is clearly evident as huge steps are
being taken towards becoming a well-rounded sustainable community.

Pilbara

Point Samson

This small coastal community has a big heart. Despite its demographics
of long shift work, it has achieved great success with its projects
through the very active participation of a core of dedicated volunteers.
The strong sense of pride and shared sense of direction are key
reasons why Point Samson leads their region in sustainability.

Karalundi
Aboriginal Education Community
Midwest-Gascoyne

From its inception in 1954, Karalundi has had the vision of
being self-sufficient. The work and leadership in recent years
to achieve what we now call sustainability, is outstanding. High
achievement across almost all award categories is recognised
in this example of a community striving for sustainability.

Goldfields

Southern Cross

Southern Cross has grasped and is working towards the ideals required to
be a successful and sustainable community. It demonstrates commitment
to developing and providing for its people and relationships, whilst also
improving infrastructure and the environment. The extremely strong
sense of community is obvious to visitors lucky enough to visit.

Central Wheatbelt

Westonia

This is a small community with a massive vision that has transformed
the town into a truly desirable place to live – or a ‘must-visit’ location.
Westonia is a great example of what can be done to resurrect a
town and develop a sustainable community. Westonia clearly leads
the region as a community in full flight towards sustainability.

South West

Walpole

Walpole embodies the spirit of the Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities’ program and has utilised it as a community development
framework, addressing all the categories, to ensure the community
does the best with what it has and to ensure a sustainable future.

Great Southern
and South Coast

West Arthur

Widespread settlements make up the Shire of West Arthur which
interacts to make a cohesive, energetic community working towards
sustainability. The great number of facilities and infrastructure are
constantly being improved and the strong community spirit and
engagement make this region an attractive place to live in or visit.

2010 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



Community Action

Judge’s Comment
“The Tidy Towns program does not
present a prescription for achieving

State Winner
Community Action

West Arthur

sustainability; rather it provides a
forum for exploring innovation. At
any given time there may be a series
of innovators working on different
issues such as waste management,
water conservation, natural and
cultural heritage protection or litter prevention. We
applaud all of our entrants for making sustainable
living choices. They are making positive changes
and keeping regional communities thriving.”
Gail Dodd, State Program Manager,
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities

Community Action
The essence of community action is to involve
a range of different organisations, groups
and individuals in planning and implementing
community projects. This includes motivating
and promoting youth participation, working
with volunteers, training and mentoring
local members and the involvement of small
business, local government and industry. The
Department of Regional Development and
Lands is the proud sponsor of this category.
Government of Western Australia

Department of Regional Development and Lands

West Arthur has built on its 2009 program and has
continued to have significant community involvement
across the shire including the people of Darkan,
Duranillin, Arthur River and the Moodiarrup area. This
small community has a population of only 900, over one
third of whom volunteered their time and participated
in Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities projects.
An extremely active and energetic community,
this year’s projects have involved the
community across all award categories.
Construction commenced on the $1.7 million Darkan
Collocated Recreation Facility which will allow
several sporting groups to share infrastructure. A
significant proportion of the funding was raised by the
community. It is a marvellous asset for the district and
will not only optimise capital usage but will provide
greater community integration. It is noteworthy that
the design has been able to seamlessly integrate the
old golf club building, hence minimising waste and
cost. Relocating the childcare centre to this building
adds significant value by providing a crèche during
sporting activities. Interior design of the childcare
centre was done voluntarily by a local resident
and many volunteers helped in construction.
The shire and community groups have made a conscious
decision to encourage physical activity by contributing to
improvements to indoor and outdoor fitness equipment.
Volunteers have assisted in upgrading facilities such
as the new playground at Lake Towerrinning, Arthur
River Country Club and the Darkan swimming pool.
Another new and exciting community driven project was
the revamp of the abandoned Hillman speedway site to
provide a safe place for children’s and adults’ motorbike
riding. Volunteers built the bike track and repaired
old buildings and fences while children painted barrier
tyres. This terrific effort draws visitors from surrounding
districts which, in turn, boosts the local economy.
The community is involved in a number of recreation
and educational activities. A strong community spirit
was also demonstrated with several fundraisers – the
most notable being the local St Johns who are aiming
for $140,000 for a new ambulance. The local non
profit newspaper donated $11,000 for a new stretcher.
This year a Tidy Towns Committee was established
providing the opportunity for school children to be
involved and even greater community engagement.
The West Arthur community are to be congratulated
for their outstanding effort and collaboration to make
their region an attractive place to live in and visit.



Category Award Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their respective
regions for best performance with regard to community action.

Kimberley

Ardyaloon

This new entrant has made great inroads with community gardens,
clean-ups and rubbish collection. The garden aims to rejuvenate indigenous
plants in the area, beautify and educate the community about healthy
eating choices. The local gardening crew also work on the gardens of
elderly and disabled residents as well as other public spaces.

Pilbara

No photo for
cultural reasons

Sustainable Communities

Paraburdoo

The whole community, from school students to households to businesses,
worked collaboratively to create an extensive range of fun, engaging and
meaningful events. Of particular note is the Men’s Shed Project which
aims to involve men at risk in a low key, yet highly interactive manner.

Midwest-Gascoyne

Northampton

Numerous community groups have made a huge contribution to the town
with projects such as rehabilitation and litter collection, removal of plastic
bags from retail outlets, new town entry statements and fundraising
for the Community Centre. The endeavours of this new entrant are
inspirational. Northampton is a clearly supportive and active community.

Goldfields

Southern Cross

The number and varied types of community actions, engagement
and interaction between everyone in this town demonstrates a
strong community spirit. Dedicated groups and volunteers maintain
town seating, the museum and golf course; plant trees; and arrange
a large number of events and activities throughout the year.

Central Wheatbelt

Quairading

A broad cross-section of the community were involved in a number
of very commendable projects, in particular Centenarian Corner,
Cuneata and McLeay Parks, the Vintage Club toilets, bowling
green conversion, recycling and clean-up days, and developing the
Quairading Community Resource Centre and Cultural Arts Centre.

South West

Boddington

This new entrant is a small community with a strong sense of pride
and community spirit, which is evident in the extraordinary number
of activities and projects that provide something for everyone.
Just one example is the Boddington Integrating Communities
Program, which welcomes an influx of new mining residents.

Great Southern
and South Coast

West Arthur

The community has clearly collaborated over several years to make
their region an attractive place to live and visit. The amount of
effort is typified by the large community input into the collocated
recreation and children’s facility, which will become a valuable
focal point for a wide range of community interactions.

2010 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



General Appearance

Judge’s Comment
“It is great to see the entrants
taking such an active role in their

State Winner
General Appearance

Wyndham

communities’ development and
striving for constant improvement.
Every entrant in the Tidy Towns
Awards should be very proud of
the job they have done. I hope
they will continue their great work
and that we will see them again next year. ”
Tim Foley, Ambassador and Regional Judge

General Appearance
General appearance of a town helps to identify
a town’s purpose and personality and can be
a drawcard for tourism. Judges assess many
aspects of appearance including, but not
restricted to, entries/approaches to town,
business and retail areas, sporting areas, public
parks and gardens, private homes and gardens
and streets including footpaths and verges.

Wyndham is one of the most beautiful places in
Australia with rich and magnificent biodiversity that
attracts visitors from all over the world. The small
town has a population of approximately 800 working
together to give Wyndham residents a sense of place.
Wyndham’s entrance, streets and verges are
pristine and litter free. The community clean-up
days on the first weekend of every month involve
volunteers collecting rubbish around town followed
by a rewarding barbeque lunch together.
Work camp boys maintain local volunteer group
compounds as well as the grounds of local churches,
cemeteries and elderly people’s homes. They
also help at community events such as the Gibb
River run with cleaning up and preparation and
have assisted with the pool gardens and clearing
undergrowth from the old picture gardens.
Many capital works have taken place to improve
the town’s amenities. The initiatives around the
recreational precinct – a new skate park, new tennis
and basketball courts, swimming pool refurbishment
including provision of disability access, and other
infrastructure – are certainly enhancing Wyndham as
an enjoyable place to live. The mothers’ group make
good use of the pool-side playground and lighting
the facilities at night (on a timer system) extends the
availability of the recreational precinct to the town’s
youth. The childcare centre is a credit to staff as is the
maintenance of the Bastion by the shire in conjunction
with Corrective Services and community members.
Repainting and renaming the snake statue and
repainting the crocodile also add to the beauty of the
town of Wyndham and the planned new walk trail
from 3 Mile to the Port will add even more amenity
for the local community and visitors to enjoy.
New plantings from cuttings at the TAFE and the
community garden are very important contributors
to Wyndham’s general appearance and community
engagement. An innovative initiative is the annual baby
tree planting: new parents adopt a tree to commemorate
the birth of their child and care for it in perpetuity.
The strong community spirit of Wyndham is
evident as it strives to improve and preserve
its town for future generations.



Category Award Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their respective regions for best
performance with regard to the general appearance of their community.

Kimberley

Wyndham

Community clean-up days on the first weekend of every month contribute
to the pristine streets, verges and entrance to the town. Work camp boys
maintain local compounds and assisted with the swimming pool upgrade.
The childcare centre and Bastion are very well maintained and the repainting
of the snake and crocodile statues adds value to the town.

Pilbara

Point Samson

Visitors are welcomed into this truly attractive community with
warm messages and clean streetscapes. Both beaches are litter
free and local businesses mirror the community pride with wellmaintained gardens and facilities. The signage throughout the town
complements the casual, open, ocean side feel of Point Samson and
this is seen at its best in the newly opened Centenary Park.

Midwest-Gascoyne

Mingenew

The voluntary Tourism and Promotion Group have worked for many years on
town beautification, including entry statements, planter boxes, banner-friendly
light poles and upgrades to the town’s parks. This year saw the redesign of
Coalwagon Park and a Best Gardens competition. The shire implemented a
significant renovation of the Sports Club and resurfacing of the netball courts.

Goldfields

Menzies

Menzies has undergone a huge transformation over a relatively short period of
time. The general appearance has improved through the following activities:
ongoing street tree planting program; new tourism and interpretation signage;
town streets construction, sealing and kerbing; reinstatement of a rotunda
at the cemetery and restoration of historical buildings in the main street.

Central Wheatbelt

Westonia

Westonia has continued building its heritage theme with the Club
Hotel, Poppet Head, new corrugated planter boxes on the main street,
and a refurbishment of the historic cemetery. These projects have
added amenity value all around town from the pool to the caravan
park. Townscape garden beds have improved dramatically.

South West

Walpole

The Walpole community is an outstanding example of a great place to live or
visit in the beautiful natural environment of the south west. Entrance signs
state, “Welcome to Litter Free Walpole”, which is accurate not only within
the town but also along the highway for over 100 kilometres. The community
has undertaken clean-ups of vacant blocks and vegetation at Boronia Ridge.

Great Southern
and South Coast

Corrigin

Corrigin is one of the most presentable and appealing towns in the
region. It continues to maintain the town’s facilities and increase
amenity value. Regular working bees and rubbish collection keep
the streets tidy and a new adventure playground with barbecue and
picnic facilities has been linked to the Corrigin Rock Walk Trails.

2010 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



Recycling and Waste
Management

Judge’s Comment
“The challenge to effectively
reduce waste and reuse and

State Winner
Recycling and Waste Management

Kalgoorlie-Boulder

recycle valuable resources
can best be met by whole
of community and across
community responses. The
2010 Tidy Towns program has
seen a strong commitment
both within and across communities with many
inspiring projects breaking new ground and
living the vision of towards zero waste.”
Chantelle Cummins, State Judge

Recycling and Waste Management
This category, sponsored by Cliffs Natural Resources
Inc, assesses waste planning, local government
liaison, education and awareness programs,
community involvement and developing innovative
methods of recycling and waste management.

The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder is the largest urban
centre in the Goldfields-Esperance region with a
population of just over 30,000 and many more flyin workers. It is the hub of the Western Australian
goldfields and the largest city in the Australian outback.
Kalgoorlie-Boulder has shown innovation and leadership
in waste education: a fantastic achievement within the
community. The Kalgoorlie-Boulder Urban Landcare
Group (KBULG) ‘Bash the Trash’ promotional van
is one such example. The van is custom made and
fitted out with numerous displays and activities that
highlight the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle message. Items
such as musical instruments made from recycled
materials draw in people to interact with the van,
its activities, materials and operators in a way that
spreads the 3R message via hands-on learning.
The Zero Waste Lunch Challenge is another worthwhile
ongoing project that educates students, parents and
members of the community on waste minimisation
principles and concepts. KBULG is to be commended
for their dedication to this project and the information
packages that are available to encourage people to
reduce waste and save money. This challenge is now a
regular Zero Waste Lunch occurrence in several schools.
Kalgoorlie-Boulder has a very strong Waste Wise
Schools network, with the majority of schools involved
in the program. Through a pilot project partnership
between the Department of Environment and
Conservation and the city, local support has been
provided to help teachers, students and schools look
at and change their waste management practices.
With this local help, schools in the goldfields applied
for and received over a quarter of the total Waste
Wise program’s grant funding. These grants saw a
number of waste minimisation projects implemented
within the schools and a case study book highlighting
these has been written and released in 2010.
The Reconstructed Art Competition was a highly
recognised project. The quality and number of
innovative pieces of art submitted was astounding
and clearly demonstrated that waste is a resource.
The KBULG Recycling Week newsletter, published
in the Kalgoorlie Miner newspaper, is bursting with
information on various waste and recycling topics.
It is great to see KBULG facilitate a number
of innovative and fantastic waste education
projects within Kalgoorlie-Boulder.



Category Award Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their respective regions for best
performance with regard to recycling and waste management in their communities.

Kimberley

Yakanarra

A compost system established at the school by the children
manages green waste and educates students about recycling.
In the community, old doors are reused for storyboards, plastic
bags in the store are one hundred percent degradable. Colourful
signs are used as a reminder for correct rubbish disposal.

Pilbara

Tom Price

The success of the Tom Price Recycling Facility is due to the integrated
and planned approach engaging the community to learn about the
benefits of recycling and to correctly recycle many items. Innovative
methods included a “Naming the Recycling Station” competition,
free recycling tubs and a community celebration.

Midwest-Gascoyne

Watheroo

The introduction of recycling through Moora, with leadership
from Watheroo School, is a fantastic outcome that has built on
achievements in previous years. The school is a community drop-off
point for reusable items, has a vegetable patch, compost facilities,
and is building a new recycling shed. The town participates in Drum
Muster, segregates metal at the local tip and recycles oil.

Goldfields

Kalgoorlie-Boulder

Kalgoorlie-Boulder has shown innovation and leadership in waste
education resulting in a fantastic achievement within the community.
A ‘Bash the Trash’ promotional van carries numerous displays and
activities that highlight the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle message. The
Reconstructed Art competition will continue on an annual basis.

Central Wheatbelt

Dowerin

Dowerin builds on impressive recycling and waste management initiatives
with a large recycling centre for 24/7 drop-off, equipped with sorting
tables, a cardboard press and bailers. A new Event Recycling Trailer
is available for public events and the school continues with a dropoff depot, chickens, worm farms and composting.

South West

Manjimup

Lack of facilities, distance and costs associated with recycling various
products have been overcome. The shire has initiated e-waste, fluorescent
tube and kerbside recycling and receives and sorts recycling from all over the
south west. Rural properties access bulk bins for recycling at waste disposal
facilities. The school is active in a number of waste reduction activities.

Great Southern
and South Coast

West Arthur

The shire is commended for introducing kerbside recycling and its strategic
plan for improving shire-wide refuse sites and resource recovery. Other
initiatives include communal drop-off points, mulching of green waste, Drum
Muster participation, Planet Ark, an Oppy Shop and the Lions “car boot” sale.
The school continues to embrace concepts of recycling and waste reduction.

2010 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book



Natural Heritage Conservation
10

Judge’s Comment
“2010 is the International Year of
Biodiversity and the Southwest

State Winner
Natural Heritage Conservation

Greenbushes

Ecoregion is one of the top 34
biodiversity hotspots of the world.
The Tidy Town Committees within
the South West region have a
fantastic group of community leaders
creating sustainable achievements
to help preserve this unique biodiversity.”
Tracy Teede, Tidy Towns Regional Coordinator and Judge

Natural Heritage Conservation
This category, sponsored by the Golden West
Network, assesses the activities of conserving,
protecting and restoring the natural environment
within and surrounding the community. This
includes planning, local government liaison,
education and awareness programs to promote
the town’s natural heritage, involvement of
all sectors of the community and developing
innovative ways to conserve natural heritage.

Greenbushes is a historic mining, timber milling
and agricultural community nestled in state
forest in the south west of Western Australia. It is
known for the spirit of its tiny community which
supports a population of around 430 people.
The Greenbushes Pool Boardwalk is a tremendous
project involving the whole community in an enormous
number of associated tasks. The project demonstrates
the strong commitment and dedication by the people
of this town to conserve, protect and restore this
environmentally and culturally significant place.
The project aims to protect the natural riparian
vegetation around the pool and educate the
community about the habitat at the pool through
a series of interpretive panels about the flora
and fauna at the pool. The storyboards that have
been designed by the community are excellent,
covering vegetation, geology, native animals, bird
species, reptiles, frogs and fish, macro invertebrates
and an indigenous seasonal calendar display.
When walking around the pool, it is hard to believe
that only $123,000 has been spent. However, when
you discover that this money was used to purchase
materials only – with community volunteers, including
schoolchildren, completing all the work – the enormity
of this project begins to be revealed. A variety of
groups and volunteers within this community have
constructed a boardwalk, jetty and walk trail, installed
interpretive signage, seating areas and gas-fired
barbeques, built a gazebo, continued to monitor
water quality, removed and controlled weeds and
non-natives, rationalised roads, and undertaken
tree planting. One volunteer is said to have used
16,000 screws completing the boardwalk.
This project demonstrates an incredible and
ongoing effort by the community which is highly
commendable. Greenbushes Pool is now called the
Norm Lindsay Reserve, demonstrating excellent local
recognition and promotion of community identity.

Category Award Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their respective regions for
best performance with regard to natural heritage conservation.

Kimberley

Kalumburu

Senior students of the school have engaged with Adelaide Zoo on a
project to conduct biological surveys in the region. Planning and liaison
with the zoo and government continue as the project gets underway. The
Ranger Program is also thriving as young locals pass their Certificate 2
and commence their official role in caring for their country.

Pilbara

Point Samson

Three excellent outcomes have been achieved by this active community:
a buffer zone and conservation area has been established to protect the
habitat of a lizard with restricted range and the town from industrial
noise and emissions; whale studies guide the sensitive use of this
marine area; and a ‘No Take Zone’ protects local marine tidal areas.

Midwest-Gascoyne

Northampton

The new Northampton Environmental Group is an example of what
can be achieved with a dedicated focus group. It has adopted a
reserve at Nokanena Brook in a bid to restore the creek line and add
a wildlife corridor; arranged litter clean-ups; conducted rehabilitation
at Galena Bridge Rest Stop to improve biodiversity for wildlife in the
area; and is planning a botanic trail to follow the historic rail line.

Goldfields

Kalgoorlie-Boulder

Dedication to the natural environment is evident in the inclusion of Karlkurla
Park in the newly launched Green Trail, which highlights sites throughout the
Coolgardie bioregion with outstanding environmental, historical and cultural
values. Other commendable projects include the expansion of the Karlkurla
Community Nursery and ongoing commitment to the Regeneration Zones.

Central Wheatbelt

Dowerin

Dowerin and Regions Men of the Trees was formed in January 2010 to
revegetate the wheatbelt. Work has commenced on restoring the Arboretum
and the Amery Acres trees/shrubs demonstration site as well as the
Nambling salt lake revegetation program. The community planted 18,750
salt tolerant trees at Tin Dog Creek Reserve to help reduce rising salt levels.

South West

Greenbushes

The Greenbushes Pool Project was an enormous undertaking by locals,
demonstrating amazing dedication and commitment to conserve, protect
and restore this environmentally and culturally significant location.
Storyboards around the pool have been designed by the community
to educate visitors on the unique flora and fauna of the area.

Great Southern
and South Coast

Esperance

The ongoing respect for the local natural environment is typified by the work
at Monjinup Reserve where renovated boardwalks, weed management, road
works and signage have been installed. It is also evident in large voluntary
revegetation projects, project development and funding applications
and the emphasis on youth engagement in environmental projects.

2010 Tidy Towns Winners’ Book
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Enhancing Cultural Identity
12

Judge’s Comment
“Cultural identity can be enhanced
by what happens to people, and

State Winner
Enhancing Cultural Identity

Menzies

what they do. Strategies that
facilitate relationships between
generations, or between people and
place, or people and their shared
activities, can enhance a sense of
cultural identity. We must find ways
to succeed in those relationships if we are to
continually create a locally sustainable tomorrow. ”
Ray Tauss, State Judge

Enhancing Cultural Identity
Each community’s cultural identity is comprised
of a range of factors, including the people,
places and events that define it.  Enhancing
Cultural Identity may involve planning, local
government liaison, education and awareness
programs, community involvement and
innovation. This category is sponsored by the
West Australian Regional Newspapers.

Menzies is a remote community located 132 kilometres
north of Kalgoorlie on the Goldfields Highway.
This small town of just over 200 people once had
a population of 5000 at its peak around the early
1900s. History is one of its main features today.
The amazing efforts by the community to celebrate
and acknowledge many cultures and the town’s
history are recognised with this award.
The “Our Place” project is innovative and a fantastic
example of the community working together with
thought and consideration. Through extensive
community consultation, it has come up with and
implemented interpretive signage and displays that
capture the spirit of Menzies. The cut-out images and
signage complement each other seamlessly and really
tell the story of life in Menzies in the early 1900s.
The signage blends in with the townscape and flows
effortlessly throughout the entire town, encouraging
people to look for and read the various signs. The
brochure that is due to be completed soon will
complement and round off this project extremely well.
The Kookynie Interpretation and Heritage trail
is another project about which Menzies can be
extremely proud. Whilst most of the infrastructure
is gone, through the interpretive signage and
brochure that has been developed, visitors can
experience “A Living Ghost Town” and begin to
understand and get a feel for the spirit of Kookynie
in past times, when it was a thriving community.
Menzies has continued to work on Lake Ballard and
has recognised culturally significant locations within
the area by installing Cultural Management signage.
The vast array of different cultural events held
in Menzies is outstanding. Menzies is to be
congratulated for encouraging such a wide array
of cultural activities and overcoming barriers
such as remoteness and limited resources.

Category Award Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their respective regions for best performance
with regard to promoting and preserving the cultural identity of their community.

Kimberley

Lombadina

Tourism is very important for the community and Lombadina’s tours provide
a wonderful example of what can be achieved. An outstanding interpretive
initiative, the strong indigenous content gives visitors an intimate look into
the way of life of the Bard people. The Peninsula School’s work experience
program provides youth an introduction into community based working life.

Pilbara

Hedland

The diverse, significant and innovative initiatives to enhance the
community’s cultural identity include the inaugural Pilbara Indigenous
Women’s Gathering, the Hedland Heritage and Marine Festival (which
coincided with the town’s birthday) and the ongoing development of
the Spinifex Hill Artists / Let’s Get Started Program.

Midwest-Gascoyne

Northampton

Heritage volunteers have worked hard to establish the new museum
which is run by the Northampton Motors and Machinery Restoration
Group Inc. It is a must-visit asset for the town. Other community projects
include interpretive plaques along the main street which provide an
overview of local history, funding for a makeover, new carriage restoration
works at the rail precinct and events, such as the Agricultural Show.

Goldfields

Menzies

The “Our Place” project has established historical interpretation and display signage
of significant heritage buildings and sites within the town, as well as steel cutout images which tell the story of life in the early 1900s. Kookynie Interpretation
and Heritage Trail is another project through which visitors can experience
“A Living Ghost Town” and begin to understand Kookynie in past times.

Central Wheatbelt

Chittering

Ongoing events which build a sense of place include the Wildflower
Festival, Bindoon Agricultural Show, Australia Day celebrations, Flavours
of Chittering Festival, and support of the Camino Salvado pilgrimage.
The new, purpose-built Brockman Centre Museum required a fantastic
effort and holds a terrific display of equipment and memorabilia.

South West

Busselton

Community members work together to promote and develop local culture,
recognise the history of the town, celebrate community contributions, history
and achievements and host events such as WA Ironman. The Busselton
Museum is maintained by volunteers who donate their time to creating displays,
restoring vehicles, guiding visitors and demonstrating activities of the past.

Great Southern
and South Coast

Esperance

Culture and heritage preservation is an obvious passion in Esperance with
many community-building activities and celebrations, an excellent museum,
heritage trails, monuments, statues and restorations works in place. Highly
commendable are the new Maritime Display and Men in Sheds facility,
which is an invaluable tool for mentoring youth and the disadvantaged.
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Water Conservation

Judge’s Comment
“As we are seeing now in the Murray
Darling Basin, the single most

State Winner
Water Conservation

Southern Cross

important element of sustainability
in Australia is water; without
water there is no community.
Reducing our consumption of
water, whilst recycling, reusing, and
harvesting this precious resource
is no longer an option but an imperative.”
Cathy Caitlin, State Judge

Water Conservation
This category, sponsored by Grundfos Pumps
Pty Ltd, assesses water management planning,
local government liaison, education and
awareness programs related to water, community
involvement and developing innovative methods
of water harvesting, recycling and reuse.

Three hundred and seventy kilometres east of Perth
lies Southern Cross, the gateway to the Goldfields, or
travelling from the west, the gateway to the Wheatbelt.
This town of approximately 3000 was settled in 1888
by goldminers and associated industries. Today mining
continues with gold, iron ore, gypsum and salt.
Southern Cross has a strong awareness of its limited
water supply and efforts to reduce water use and change
over to sustainable practices are highly recognised.
New projects have allowed the town to collect large
amounts of stormwater runoff from roads to store and
later re-use to reticulate recreational areas. The Waste
Water Treatment Plant at the rear of the Southern
Cross Sewage Ponds processes sewage through a series
of tanks and filters before being pumped onto the
Southern Cross Oval, shire gardens or Constellation Park.
In addition turf has been replaced with low maintenance
and hardy species, water wise and native gardens are
throughout the CBD, rainwater tanks have been installed
out at the airstrip and plans are in place to replace the
tennis and bowling club surfaces with artificial grass.
At Constellation Park a new water wise turf has
been installed. In a recognised effort to conserve
and reduce water use the local government
removed the old turf, landscaping and replanting
Constellation Park with water wise seed.
The extensive use of water wise plants in gardens,
including lots of local natives, is commendable.
Congratulations to Southern Cross for
their efforts in water conservation.
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Category Award Finalists

These state finalists were the winners in their respective regions
for best performance with regard to water conservation.

Kimberley

Kalumburu

A one million dollar ultra filtration plant has been installed and
approximately 300,000 litres of water per day is being processed at
Kalumburu. Additionally, upgrades to the power system and pumping
station ensure that the community has a good water supply during wet
and dry seasons. Unpotable water is delivered to the oval via a dedicated
reticulation line with plans to also service the Kalumburu Mission.

Pilbara

Hedland

In its commitment to demonstrate better water conservation measures,
Hedland shows great innovation in being the first local government group
north of Perth to work towards becoming an accredited WA Waterwise
Council. The community continues work in the plant propagation
nursery and streetscapes support new water wise plantings.

Midwest-Gascoyne

Three Springs

Showing strong leadership, the shire has adopted a policy mandating
rain water tanks for new sheds. This bold move will give an important
focus to water conservation and lead the community in undertaking
water wise practices. The shire also installed timed reticulation
for sports grounds and the school another rainwater tank.

Goldfields

Southern Cross

Very aware of their limited water supply, actions taken to conserve
water include collecting large amounts of stormwater runoff from
roads to reticulate recreational areas, replacing turf with water
wise gardens throughout the CBD, installing rainwater tanks at
the airstrip and a new water wise turf at Constellation Park.

Central Wheatbelt

Westonia

Catalpa Resources Mining Camp Wastewater Treatment Plant will treat
wastewater coming from the mining camp to be used for reticulation
of the town’s oval and various other gardens. The Lifestyle Village will
also have their wastewater directed to the plant for treatment. Wolfram
Street continues to mulch its garden beds for water retention.

South West

Collie

Ongoing efforts are made by the Shire of Collie, schools, community
organisations and businesses to reduce water use, conserve water and
switch to sustainable practices. The primary school toilet upgrade will
save water along with water wise street scaping in the town, subsurface
irrigation and garden competitions promoting sustainability.

Great Southern
and South Coast

Cranbrook

Shire monitoring indicates a huge reduction in water consumption as
Cranbrook strives for best practice in water conservation. The “Water
Wise November” promotion campaigned water efficient shower
heads, gave an opportunity to swap old heads, gifted each resident
a shower timer and ran a water wise gardening workshop.
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The Regions

Kimberley

Pilbara

The Kimberley region, covering some 421,451 square
kilometres is one sixth of the size of Western Australia
and three times that of the United Kingdom.

Situated in the north-west of Western Australia,
the Pilbara is a mineral rich region with spectacular
scenery. This rapidly growing region has a population
of approximately 60,000 people which includes a
significant fly-in/fly-out representation. The Pilbara
is the leading resources sector region of Western
Australia and is often described as the engine room
of the nation because of its immense reserves of
natural resources, including iron ore, salt and natural
gas. The Pilbara covers a total area of 507,896 square
kilometres extending from the Indian Ocean to the
Northern Territory border (including offshore islands).

As the second fastest growing regional population
in Western Australia, the Kimberley has an
estimated resident population of 35,000 that is
expected to grow to 70,400 by the year 2031.
The population is comparatively young, with a
median age of 30 years, and with a 47 per cent
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander population.
Prone to tropical cyclones, the Kimberley has a diverse
and amazing environment, with sandy beaches, lush
rainforests, and spinifex plains. The Kimberley coast is at
the heart of a system of internationally important marine
ecosystems, stretching from Shark Bay World Heritage
Area in the south, to coral atolls in the tropical north.
For the past century, the main land use in the Kimberley
has been for pastoral activities. Currently more than
50 per cent (about 224, 000 square kilometres) of
Kimberley land is held under pastoral lease: that is, the
land has been classified primarily for the grazing of
stock. The pastoral industry, mining, pearling, fishing,
and tourism are all major economic activities in the
region and the tourism industry is continuing to develop.

This region can be separated into three distinct
geographical formations, a vast coastal plain,
breathtaking inland ranges and an arid desert region
extending into Australia’s dry centre. It is blessed
with stunning natural beauty boasting striking
landscapes and a rich and diverse cultural heritage.
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The Regions

Midwest-Gascoyne

Central Wheatbelt

The Midwest-Gascoyne extends from a mineral rich
hinterland to prime agricultural land, spectacular coastal
areas and productive offshore fisheries. Bounded by
the Indian Ocean in the west and the central Australian
desert in the east, the major centres of population are
Geraldton and Carnarvon with nearly three-quarters of
the region’s 60,300 residents living along the coast.

The Central Wheatbelt covers an area of approximately
85,000 square kilometres of mostly wheat / sheep
production that accounts for a large percentage
of the agricultural produce of Western Australia.
Major environmental issues are being tackled
including salinity and habitat restoration.

This region has a rich maritime history, and has the
state’s most significant fishing industry. The Gascoyne
region is home to many popular tourist destinations,
including the heritage-listed Ningaloo Marine Park.
Indigenous tourism is also developing in the area.
Further inland a variety of industries operate including
sheep, pigs, cattle, wheat and a wide range of cereal
crops, wildflower farming and mining. Many areas are of
historical significance and attract many tourists each year.

Goldfields
The Goldfields region is just under a third of
Western Australia’s total land mass and the
largest region in Western Australia in the Tidy
Towns competition. The region also incorporates
11 Ngaanyatjarra Lands communities.
It is bound geographically by the Little Sandy
Desert and Gibson Desert to the north; the
Wheatbelt region to the west; the South Coast
region to the south; while the South Australian and
Northern Territory create borders to the east.
The region encompasses the beautiful mining
heritage towns of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Coolgardie and
Kambalda and in 2008, the Goldfields region was
one of the WA’s most popular tourist destinations.
The Goldfields region continues to undergo a period
of sustained economic growth, with mining and
agriculture being the predominant industries.
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The area also includes areas of pristine
coastline with some fishing industry, mining
areas and a developing tourism industry.
The diverse population of approximately 50,000 is thinly
spread across numerous small towns throughout the
region with only a small proportion of the population
living in major towns. There is also a higher than
average indigenous population in the Central Wheatbelt.

The Great Southern
The Great Southern region covers 40,000 square
kilometres and features some of the most
rugged and beautiful scenery in Australia.
The Great Southern has a diversity of industries. The
region is the second biggest producer of agriculture
in the state including the production wool, grain
and livestock. Other industries include aquaculture,
tree harvesting, and premium wine production.
Tourism is flourishing in the region with great potential
for nature based tourism. The popularity of local
Nyoongar Australian Aboriginal Art is also growing
and a marketing network is being established.

South West
The South West is the most highly populated region
outside of the Perth metropolitan area. With rapid
population growth, the South West has a consistently
lower than average unemployment rate.
The South West is the most diverse regional economy
in state. The economy is based on the production of
alumina and mineral sands, strong agricultural and
horticultural industries, timber products, viticulture
and retailing. Tourism is also rapidly expanding with
national parks, ancient forests, beaches, wineries and
eco-tourism sites contributing to make the South West
region the most popular tourist area outside Perth.

The Great Southern
The Great Southern region covers 40,000 square
kilometres and features some of the most
rugged and beautiful scenery in Australia.
The Great Southern has a diversity of industries. The
region is the second biggest producer of agriculture
in the state including the production wool, grain
and livestock. Other industries include aquaculture,
tree harvesting, and premium wine production.
Tourism is flourishing in the region with great potential
for nature based tourism. The popularity of local
Nyoongar - Australian Aboriginal Art is also growing
and a marketing network is being established.

South Coast
The South Coast extends from Albany along the coast
to include Esperance and on to the South Australian
border and includes inland towns such as Jerramungup.
The area is well known for some of the most
rugged and beautiful scenery in Australia and
contains natural tourist locations. The unspoilt
coastline offers numerous recreational pursuits from
fishing, beach combing and walking on some of
the finest beach sand in the southern hemisphere,
whale watching and swimming in the magnificent
turquoise waters of the various bays and beaches.
The main industries in the region include
broadacre cropping, livestock and wool plus
major industries such as mining and tourism.
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Tidy Towns Judges
and Ambassadors 2010

A great richness has been brought to the
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities
program from the efforts of the
following judges and ambassadors.

Judges
A sincere thank you to the following judges:
Peter Ashton – Exploration and Mining
Geologist and former Chair of the national
winning Collie Tidy Towns Committee
Cathy Caitlin – Manager, Office of the Director General,
Department of Regional Development and Lands
Chantelle Cummins – Senior Project Coordinator,
Waste Management Branch (Perth), Department
of Environment and Conservation
Gail Dodd – State Program Manager, Tidy Towns
– Sustainable Communities, Keep Australia Beautiful
(Perth), Department of Environment and Conservation

Bobbie Reilly – former leader of the national
winning Wyalkatchem Tidy Towns Committee

Greg Durell – District Manager, Great
Southern District (Narrogin), Department
of Environment and Conservation

Jill Richardson – Landcare Centre Manager,
Katanning LCDC, Katanning

Tim Foley – Parks Visitor Services Regional
Leader, Warren Region (Manjimup), Department
of Environment and Conservation

Ray Tauss – Environmental Officer, Environmental
Regulation Division (Perth), Department
of Environment and Conservation

Michael Gartrell – Environment Officer,
Midwest-Gascoyne Region (Geraldton) and
Tidy Towns’ Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation

Tracy Teede – Planning Officer, South West Region
(Bunbury) and Tidy Towns Regional Coordinator,
Department of Environment and Conservation

Joanne Gray – Sustainability Officer, City
of Kalgoorlie-Boulder

Ambassadors

Libby Hoskin – Education and Interpretation
Officer, Pilbara Region (Karratha) and Tidy
Towns Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation

Special thanks to the following Tidy Towns
Ambassadors for promoting the program
and assisting communities in 2010:
Tim Foley – Manjimup

Fiona Marr – Program Manager, Air Watch (Perth),
Department of Environment and Conservation

Bobbie Reilly – Wyalkatchem

Cath McKeown – Personal Assistant to
Wheatbelt Regional Manager (Narrogin) and
Tidy Towns Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation

Mayor Kelly Howlett – Port Hedland

Adam (Turtle) Johnson – Fitzroy Crossing

Amanda Moncrieff – Environmental Officer
Kimberley Region (Kununurra) and Tidy
Towns Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation
Mark Moore – A/ District Manager, Central
Wheatbelt District (Merredin), Department
of Environment and Conservation
Kym Pearce – Acting Parks Visitor Services
Regional Leader, Goldfields Region (Kalgoorlie)
and Tidy Towns Regional Coordinator, Department
of Environment and Conservation
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