Recommended reading
Fiction
The Day the Trash Came Out to Play by David M. Beadle
Publisher: Ezra’s Earth Publishing, 2004
ISBN 13: 9780972785501
Age: 4-8
When young Robin throws a candy wrapper on the street of his beautiful town, he
unintentionally starts an event of landfill proportions. It’s not long before the town
becomes overrun by mischievous, high-spirited litter. Can Robin fix the situation before
everything is buried under a pile of unruly, stinking trash?
Just a Dream. by Chris Van Allsburg
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Co, 1990
ISBN 13: 9780395533086
Age: 7-10
A surrealistic masterpiece about the environment! Young Walter couldn’t care less about litter
or recycling until a terrifying nightmare about the future – with landfills buying neighbourhoods
– terrifies him into taking care of the earth.
Dinosaurs and All That Rubbish by Michael Foreman
Publisher: Puffin Books, 1993
ISBN 13: 9780140552607
Age: 3 – 8
One day, when man had set out for a distant star, the dinosaurs came back to life and tidied up
the barren wastes he had left behind him. Man was only allowed back when he agreed that the
earth should be shared and enjoyed by everyone. A lovely story about the effects of rubbish on the
environment. Also available as a musical play.
Dinosaurs to the Rescue! by Laurie Krasny Brown and Marc Brown
Publisher: Little, Brown Young Readers, 1994
ISBN 13: 9780316113977
Age: 4 – 8
Colourful, cartoon-like dinosaur characters introduce young children to basic environmental
problems and offer everyday suggestions to help save their planet by reducing, reusing and
recycling. The book presents children with advice to conserve natural resources, to find uses
for old household items, to recycle garbage, to compost household waste and to become
involved in neighbourhood projects. Printed on recycled paper.
Lester and Clyde by James Reece
Publisher: Scholastic, 1994
ISBN 13: 9780590210317
Age: 4 - 10
This series of books in narrative rhyme have strong messages about human use of the environment.
The two frogs learn about pollution and water quality in their adventures and to appreciate the clean,
natural environment of their pond habitat. Several titles include a ‘reduce, reuse, recycle’ message
plus general conservation messages for kids.
World Wide Waste…It’s not a Load of Rubbish by Caren Trafford
Publisher: Etram, 2007
ISBN 13: 9780958187824
Age: 7 - 14
Part of a series of books, ‘Environmental Education – Serious Fun’, this book is in the form of an
interview with Dumpi, a very chatty crumpled paper bag, and his mates who are on a mission to
stop a Poo-Looter from doing his daily dirty business. Through fascinating facts, humour and fun,
readers are encouraged to look at waste issues around the world and do something about them.

Where Does the POO Go…When You Flush? by Caren Trafford
Publisher: Etram, 2007
ISBN 13: 9780958187800
Age: 7 - 14
Part of a series of books, ‘Environmental Education – Serious Fun’, this book addresses what happens
after you flush the toilet. The narrative non-fiction approach traces the history of sewage from the
first prehistoric dino-dump to today’s mega sewage networks servicing our cities. Entertaining and
informative!
Why Should I Recycle? by Jen Green
Publisher: Barron’s Educational Series, 2005
ISBN 13: 9780764131554
Age: 4 – 8
What if everybody threw away old bottles and newspapers, littering the world with glass and plastic
and tin cans that should be recycled and made into new products? Mr. Jones is a teacher who sets a
good example for kids by separating his trash for recycling. When he takes them on a class trip to a
recycling plant they learn the value of recycling.
Jackson Jones and the Curse of the Outlaw Rose by Mary Quattlebaum
Publisher: Random House, 2006
ISBN 13: 9780385903653
Age: 7 – 11
Children will enjoy the adventures of Jackson Jones, a city kid who connects with the natural world
through his plot in the community garden.
Nobody Particular: One Woman’s Fight to Save the Bays by Molly Bang
Publisher: Chelsea Green, 2005
ISBN 13: 9781931498944
Age: 9 – 12
When commercial shrimper and mother Diane Wilson finds out that her local bays are being polluted,
she successfully persuades a huge corporation to adopt environmental safeguards. Brought to life in
striking illustrations. Printed on 30 percent post-consumer recycled, old growth forest-free paper.
Home by Jeannie Baker
Publisher: Greenwillow, 2004
ISBN 13: 9780066239354
Age: 4 – 8
In this wordless visual story of Jeannie Baker’s exquisite collages, over the course of time as a child
grows to a young adult, the view from her window also changes as people gradually reclaim their
neighbourhood. From a bleak urban setting filled with graffiti, billboards, decrepit buildings and
fences, the view evolves into a beautiful, living city landscape filled with people, local native plants and
animals.
The Big Book for the Planet by Ann Durell, Jean Craighead George and Katherine Paterson.
Publisher: Dutton Children’s Books, 1993
ISBN 13: 9781879371613
Age: 7 - 12
Noted children’s authors demonstrate environmental problems, such as overpopulation, tampering
with nature, litter, pollution and waste disposal. Poems, stories and articles written and illustrated
by authors and artists who think the Earth needs more clean water, less garbage and pollution. Also
available in audio cassette.

Non-fiction
Rubbish and Recycling by Stephanie Turnbull
Publisher: Usborne Beginners, 2007
ISBN 13: 9780746074817
Age: 4 - 8
A non-fiction book for developing readers. It also provides an introduction to the subject for older
readers.

I Can Help Recycle our Rubbish by Viv Smith
Publisher: Franklin Watts, 2001
ISBN 13: 9780749642921
Age: 5 - 12
This book is part of the ‘I Can Help’ series which looks at practical ways children can protect the
environment. Simple activities show what the problems are, and suggest how they can make
a real difference in preserving the planet’s natural resources through recycling. In this book
children are encouraged to think of ways to recycle things so that there is less waste.
Garbage and Recycling (Young Discoverers: Environmental Facts and Experiments) by Rosie
Harlow
Publisher: Kingfisher, 2002
ISBN 13: 9780753455036
Age: 4 – 8
Explaining the difference between biodegradable and non-biodegradable garbage, this
book shows how glass, metal, and wool can be easily recycled. ‘How Can I Help?’ boxes give
suggestions for the young environmentalist who wants to recycle at home.
Recycle!: A Handbook for Kids by Gail Gibbons
Publisher: Little, Brown Young Readers, 1996
ISBN 13: 9780316309714
Age: 4 - 8
The process of recycling for glass, cans, paper, plastic and polystyrene is explained to children
from start to finish along with facts about the use of natural resources, the benefits of recycling
and the effects of non-biodegradable products such as polystyrene on the environment.
Where Does the Garbage Go? By Paul Showers
Publisher: Harper Trophy, 1994
ISBN 13: 9780064451147
Age: 5 – 9
This book uses the lessons of a classroom to present children with former methods of waste
disposal, the use of city dumps and ocean dumping, which are contrasted to the current use of
landfills and recycling programs. It explains how waste is managed in landfills and incinerators
and how recycling methods convert newspapers, aluminium, glass and plastic into new paper,
new cans and rolls of foil, new glass bottles and jars, and new plastic flowerpots and benches.
Compost!: Growing Gardens From Your Garbage by Linda Glaser
Publisher: Millbrook Press, 1996
ISBN 13: 9780761300304
Age: 4 - 8
Linda Glaser’s young narrator accompanies us on a circular journey - food to garbage to
compost to garden to food - explaining in a simple, lively style the magical process of
decomposition. Readers learn about the amazing things which take place over time in the
compost bin where layers of grass clippings, leaves, and kitchen scraps are tossed and turned.
Astonishing Art with Recycled Rubbish by Susan Matineau
Publisher: Koala Books, 2002
ISBN 13: 978-1902915555
Age: 4 – 12
Turn junk into amazing works of art. The projects, such as Megga Mosaics with eggshells, have
been tried and tested, use everyday materials and have clear step-by-step instructions.
Likeable Recyclables by Linda Scwartz
Publisher: Learning Works, 1992
ISBN 13: 9780881602104
Age: 4 – 8
Likeable Recyclables offers children an endless array of fun-filled ways to take trash and turn
it into treasures. Bags, bottles, boxes, cans, cartons and cups can be made into a variety of
toys, games and art objects such as kachina dolls, castles, maracas, periscopes, animal figures,
rockets, totem poles, vehicles, walkie-talkies and dollhouses.

Fun With Recycling: 50 Great Things for Kids to Make from Junk by Marion Elliot
Publisher: Southwater, 2001
ISBN 13: 9781842154083
Age: 7 - 12
Another great book on crafty creations from recycled materials. Children will revel in the exciting
and colourful activities in this series.
Ecoart!: Earth-Friendly Art and Craft Experience for 3 to 9 Year-Olds by Laurie Carlson
Publisher: Williamson, 1993
ISBN 13: 9780913589687
Age: 3 – 9
A comprehensive source book which begins with art-and-craft supplies made from natural
objects and materials, and ends with recycling and composting. It provides a broad range of
projects organised into related groups and described with step-by-step instructions.
Dream Bedroom: Use Recycled Materials to Make Cool Crafts (Ecocrafts) by Rebecca Craig
Publisher: Kingfisher, 2007
ISBN 13: 9780753414521
Age: 4 – 14
‘EcoCrafts’ is a series that shows children how to recycle everyday objects such as newspapers
and CDs into stylish, highly individual gifts and decorations. Dream Bedroom contains 12 projects
to give every child’s bedroom a glittering, eco-friendly makeover. Craft ideas, such as a junglescene desk tidy, are supported by eye-opening facts about safeguarding the environment.
Acting for Nature by Sneed B. Collard Ill and Action for Nature
Publisher: Heyday Books, 1999
ISBN 13: 9781890771249
Age: 9 – 12
Written by a USA environmental education organisation based in San Francisco, Acting for Nature
provides engrossing and inspirational accounts of young people from eleven countries who chose to
take action to improve the environmental conditions in their communities.
Come Back, Salmon by Molly Cone and Sidnee Wainwright
Publisher: Sierra Club Books for Children, 1992
ISBN 13: 9780785758112
Age: 9 – 11
The true story of relentless determination of the school children at Jackson Elementary in Everett,
Washington to reclaim the polluted stream of Pigeon Creek. Littered with bottles, cans and even old
refrigerators, the children launch a major community effort to clean it up and, with the aid of grants,
develop a salmon spawning ground. The book is presented through interviews and full-colour
photographs of the children and teachers working at their project.

KAB brochures
Littering and Illegal Dumping addresses the fines associated with littering.
Reporting Litterers tells how you can help reduce litter by becoming a Keep Australia Beautiful litter reporter.

Posters
Various posters are available by contacting Keep Australia Beautiful on (08) 6467 5169.

