
ABOUT THE CLEAN  
MARINE CAMPAIGN
Clean Marine is an education and 
awareness campaign targeting the 
recreational fishing and boating 
community in Western Australia. 

The campaign aims to reduce litter and waste in 
and around marine and river environments by:

• Increasing awareness of the effects of litter 
on the environment – especially the harm 
caused to marine animals, oceans and rivers.

• Encouraging responsible litter disposal 
behaviour when people are fishing, boating 
or at the beach.

Keeping marine and river environments litter-
free is not just the responsibility of fishers and 
boaters. It is estimated that about 80 per cent 
of marine debris is from land based sources.i ii 
Littered items such as cigarette butts and food 
and beverage containers, reach the ocean and 
rivers through run-off from storm water drains. 

This fact sheet outlines the problem of marine 
litter and how you can be a part of the Clean 
Marine solution. 

WHAT IS MARINE DEBRIS?
Marine debris (or marine litter) is defined as any 
persistent, manufactured or processed solid 
material discarded, disposed of or abandoned 
in the marine and coastal environment.iii 

AMOUNTS OF LITTER IN  
THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT
• Seven billion tonnes of plastic litter enter 

the ocean every year.iv The United Nations 
Environmental Program estimates that 
46,000 pieces of plastic debris float on, or 
near, the surface of every square mile of 
ocean.

• An estimated 70 per cent of marine litter 
ends up on the sea bed, 15 per cent on 
beaches and the remaining floats to the 
surface.v The Australian Marine Conservation 
Society highlights that three times as much 
rubbish is dumped into the world’s oceans 
annually as the weight of fish caught.vi

• During the 2009 International Coastal 
Clean-Up, 498,818 volunteers in 108 
countries removed 10,239,538 individual 
pieces of rubbish weighing 33,775,64 kg 
in a single day.vii 

WHAT ARE THE IMPACTS OF 
MARINE DEBRIS?
Marine litter not only kills and injures, but leads 
to great economic costs and losses to people 
and communities worldwide.

Entanglement and ingestion are the primary 
types of direct damage to wildlife caused by 
marine litter; it can smother sea beds and it 
is increasingly believed to be a source of toxic 
substances in the marine environment.v

Floating debris can be a hazard to boats; cleaning 
up beaches and coastal areas of litter and 
pollutant spills costs many thousands of dollars 
every year; and humans can also be at risk from 
items like broken glass washed up on beaches.

FISHING LITTER 
A survey by Ocean Watch Australia 
on Australian beach debris attributed 
14 per cent of debris to commercial 
fishing and 8 per cent to recreational 
fishing activities.xiii 

While recreational fishing litter may seem to be 
less of a problem than waste from commercial 
fishing sources, items like bait bags and plastic 
bags, monofilament line, hooks, sinkers, food 
packaging, drink containers and cigarette butts 
have the potential, if not disposed of correctly, 
to cause significant harm to our marine and 
river environments.

In one WA study, daily debris collected and 
surveyed along the Busselton Jetty over a 10 
month period indicated 41 per cent of all debris 
collected can be directly contributed to the 
recreational fishing industry.xiv
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THE FACTS ABOUT PLASTIC
• Plastics are the largest and most 

detrimental part of the marine 
debris problem, comprising 60-80 
percent of all marine debris and 90 
percent of floating debris.viii 

 This is of particular concern due to its 
durability and its potential to injure or kill 
marine wildlife.ix 

• Available information indicates that at 
least 77 species of marine wildlife found 
in Australian waters and more than 260 
marine species worldwide have been 
impacted by entanglement in, or ingestion 
of, plastic debris.x Affected species include 
marine turtles, whales, dolphins, seabirds, 
dugongs, seals, sharks and rays.xi

• Plastics breakdown into smaller and 
smaller pieces as they float around the 
oceans and do not biodegrade. Not only 
do they become ingested by marine life, 
they can also accumulate toxic chemicals, 
including DDT and PCBs. Plastic particles 
have been found to concentrate such 
chemicals to one million times the levels 
found in the water itself.  

• A single one-litre drink bottle could break 
down into enough fragments to put one 
fragment on every kilometre of beach in the 
entire world.xii 

 

Get involved in promoting 
the Clean Marine 

message. Resources 
available include a 

brochure, stickers and 
sign templates. Email 

kabc@kabc.wa.gov.au to 
get your copies or visit 

www.kabc.wa.gov.au.

Plastic litter left at fishing spots does not decompose.

LITTER-FREE BOATING

LITTER-FREE FISHING
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