FACT SHEET

CHARITY BINS
WHAT IS
CHARITY BIN LITTER?
Materials that are left outside a charity
bin are considered litter, even if the bin
is full.

WHY SHOULD I CARE?
• Materials that are not held in a bin have
the potential to litter our streets and
enter the stormwater system. This can
cause harm to our waterways or block the
drainage system.
• Littered areas are not only unsightly but
send out the message that it’s ok to litter,
and therefore attract more litter.
• Research has shown that littered areas can
lead to low level crime.
• Charity bins provide a recycling option for
the community and offer low cost clothing
and household goods for those who want or
need them.
• All received donations support charities’
mission of providing community based
services.
• Some charities spend close to $250,000
each year on tipping costs for goods that
cannot be recycled. This money would be
better directed to providing community
based services.

LITTERING IS ILLEGAL
Leaving donation materials outside a charity
bin, even if the bin is full, is considered littering
and an offence under the Litter Act 1979. You
can be fined $200 for the incorrect deposit of
your donation.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
REDUCE CHARITY BIN LITTER
• Always put your donation in a bin and not
on the ground outside the bin.
• Check to see which goods are accepted in
the donation bins for recycling as they are
not a waste disposal site.
• Let the relevant organisation know if you
see a bin site that is littered or vandalised
so that they can clean it up. Phone
numbers are on the bins.
• If you are someone who does the right
thing, you can also help make a difference
by registering to become a litter reporter.

For more information on
Keep Australia Beautiful
programs visit

www.kabc.wa.gov.au
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or phone 6364 7210

